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1. The Abbey, Abbots, the monks and Abbot Bere

A3/4 the year 1091 and the monks’ request
A9 important positions at the Abbey given by William the Conqueror
A14 the monks and St Benedict + significance/symbolism of shaved head
A16 the Abbey and Abbot Bere (see also A19)
A17 Abbot Bere’s footprints and signature
A18 Bere’s mitre

B6 Abbey Church dedicated to Mary
B14.4 Bere’s Coat of Arms
B14.5 The ‘Bere mugs’ and the Holy Grail and King Arthur
B14.11 Bere the traveller
B18.6 Bere and Sharpham
B 20.1 The Glastonbury Chair and Abbot Bere, John Thorne, the death of            

 Richard Whiting and the Dissolution of the Monasteries

C 1.5 destruction of the statues on the Tower/iconoclasts

2. Art and Architecture

A9 Norman style, especially in windows
A17 the ‘signature’ of builders, inc modern times

B 5.5 columns and arches
B 7 the Chancel
B 8 the plain and painted glass on the South side
B 8.1 the windows, from inside and out 
B 10.3 the14th century French style of clothes in the windows behind the font
B 14 the roof corbels for decoration and reminder of stories
B 14.6 the Glastonbury Arms cf Royal family/any family
B 15 the font

C all sections especially:-
C 1.1 style
C 1.2 and 1.4 the tower
C 1.5 destruction of the statues on the Tower/iconoclasts
C 1.3 battlements
C 3 the Churchyard
C 4 the North Porch

 



3. Beliefs

B5  Heaven/Hell/the ‘Underworld’
B11.1 Faith, Charity and Hope and the meaning of the Trinity
B12.4 Joseph of Arimathea and The Glastonbury Thorn 
B14.5 The Holy Grail, the ‘Bere Mugs’, and the Quest inc King Arthur
B14.8 Patron Saints/Roman gods and areas of responsibility
B15.1 Baptism - Christian and Hindu (see also B 8.6)
B15.3 the ancients’ divine explanation for natural occurences
B15.3 Death on the Cross and the wearing of the crucifix 
B19.3 The significance of the word Right

C1.5 the holiness of statues v. the iconoclasts

4. Biblical references (see also ‘Jesus’ and ‘Saints‘)

B8 stories in stained-glass windows, as reminders
B 8.8 the idea of sacrifice - Isaac and Abraham
B 9.1 the 4 evangelists
B 9.5 John and the eagle as a symbol
B 10.1 changing water into wine
B 10.2 raising Lazarus from the dead
B 10.5 and 10.6 Alpha and Omega quotation, and reference to the first Bible
B 12.4 quotation from the book of Wisdom in stained glass window
B 12.2 the good widow Dorcas and St Peter
B 13.1 and B17.2/3 the Sermon on the Mount
B 14.1 Eve and the serpent
B 14.3 Noah and the Flood 

5. The Church Year and festivals

B 8.2 Easter and B15.4 with reference to Holy Water
B 8.3 Ascension
B 12.4 Christmas with ref to the Holy Thorn

6. Colours and the symbolic use of

B 8.4-7 colours as symbols inc. Baptisms, Marriages and Funrals
B 11.4 and 12.4 more colours



7. Local people, the Community,  and society

A 8 Buildings named after people

B 5 Arches in cities
B 6 Abbey Church, RC church in Magdalen St and Meare all dedicated to Mary
B.7 Child mortality
B 10.7 11.1 and 12.1 local people named on church plaques
B 12.2 the role of widows in olden times
B 14.4 Coats of Arms
B 15.1 Baptism as a welcome into a community
B 18.2 the role of the choir in a church and a community
B 20.1 living in a famous place
B 20.1 the effect of the Dissolution on the townspeople

C 3 the Churchyard and burial ground

8. Denominations

A 1 The Roman Catholics/the Pope/Henry VIII/the Church of England
A 8 ‘Our Lady’ and the Catholic Church

B 19.7 The Stations of the Cross and the Catholic Church
B 20 The Pope and Bere’s visit to

9. The Egyptians

B 19.2 the use of crucifixion

10. Family, and personal reactions

A 8 What building would they like named after them?!
A 17 Have they got a signature and what’s it like?

B 9.6 Do they have a family tree?
B 9.7 What do they think of Rev and Mrs Alnutt?
B 10.7 Do they have family living abroad - easy to keep in touch?
B 16.3 Is is right to go and fight in someone else’s country?
B 16.3 Did their grandfather etc fight in any wars? What have they been told?
B 16.4 Do they have brothers/sisters in the services/cadet corps?
B 16.6 Are they particularly sorry for the fallen soldier?
B 20.1 reaction to ruins and the pulling down of old buildings
B 20.1 reaction to Glastonbury’s fame and history



11. Glastonbury and the local area

A 2 and B 21.1 Wells Cathedral and the Bishop’s Palace
A 4/5 the Glastonbury area in 1091 and older times ref moors/flood/
inland sea/Avalon/the Tor /place of worship
A 14/15 names of streets and church
A 18 The Mitre pub

B 6 St Mary's RC Church and St Mary's, Meare 
B 12.4 Glastonbury Thorn
B 14.5 Chalice Well
B 14.9 the moors as a danger
B 14.10 Glastonbury Coat of Arms
B 15.2 the font in St John’s
B 18.3 Glastonbury and St Dunstan
B 18.6/7 Sharpham Chapel/Sharpham/ Lord of the Manor memorial stone

12. The Greeks

B 10.4/5 the widespread use of Greek and with ref to Alpha and Omega

13. Henry VIII

A 1/2 Henry’s quarrel with the Pope/ the founding of the Church of England

B 20.1 The quarrel with the monasteries and their Dissolution

C 1.1 the date of the present building

14. The life of Jesus

 A 14  The shaved monk's head and the crown of thorns

B 2.2 Jesus as a Jew
B 2.3 Jesus as a sacrificial lamb on the altar
B 2.5 Last Supper/Eucharist
B 4.3 Jesus’ reference to fishermen
B 6 Mary, mother of Jesus (see also B 14.7 on Glastonbury Arms)
B 8.1 birth
B 8.2 death on the cross
B 8.3 rising from the dead
B 8.4/5 colours used for Jesus
B 8.8 comparison with Isaac



B 9.4 St Luke’s reference to Jesus’ sacrifice
B 9.6 list of Jesus’ family
B 10.1 turns water into wine
B 10.2 raises Lazarus from the dead
B 11.3 calms the waters of Lake Galilee
B 12.3 appears to Paul in a vision
B 13.1 and 17.2/3 Sermon on the Mount
B 13.2 Lake Galilee
B 14.2 pelican symbol of Jesus’ sacrifice
B 14.5 Jesus’ blood and sweat collected
B 15.1 baptised by John the Baptist
B 19.2 other crucifixions in history
B 19.7 Stations of the Cross

15. The Jews
B 2.2 Jewish sacrifices on the altar (see also B 8.8) and Jesus’ race
B 10.4 Judaea and Palestine then and now
B 10.4 The founding of the state of Israel, and the Holocaust

16. Language and languages esp Latin and Greek

A9 French brought by Normans, Anglo-Saxon still spoken by most
A 23 origin of the word ‘vestry’ and connections eg ‘vest’
B 4.3 and B 11.3 origin of the word ‘nave’ and connections
B 8 and B 2.3/4 meaning of the Latin ‘sanctus’ and general influence of Latin
B 8.3 meaning of the word ‘Ascension’
B 8.8 meaning of the old english ‘hath’ and others
B 8.9 IHC (Greek) and INRI  (Latin) on crucifixes
B 10.4 Greek Alpha and Omega
B 10.5 Hebrew and Greek re the Bible
B 11.1/2 the meaning of ‘spes’, ‘caritas’ & ‘fides’ and turning them into adjectives,

plus the words ‘permanent’ , ‘tricycle’ and Trinity etc
B 14.5 ‘Bere Mugs’ and puns
B 15.1 from ‘font’ to ‘fountain’
B 16.1 from ‘lectern’ to ‘lecture’
B 16.4 Acronyms
B 16.5 Latin acronyms
B 18.7 Latin on memorial stones (millenium/century/origin of names of the
month)
B 19.3 the Latin word ‘sinister’ and the ‘bad’ side
B 20.1/2 Latin on the Glastonbury chairs, with ref to the English words ’salvation’ 

    ‘deity’, ‘applause’ and ‘pacify’



17. Maths, Numbers, Measuring, Directions and the Calendar

A20 Height of tower and its shape

B 1 compass points and the church
B 8 and B 13.2 West windows at best and what time + clockwise tour of church
with ref to clock face
B 18.7 Roman numerals on memorial stone
B18.7 The Julian Calendar: names of the month and their origins

18. Medicine

C4 Leprosy

19. Music
B 10.8 Musical instruments played by the angels
B 18.1 the organ and how it works
B 18.3 St Dunstan and the harp
B 18.2-5 changes in church music in Victorian times

C 1.3 the church as an army reflected in the building and a hymn
C 2.1 bells, their manufacture and use
C 2.2 ‘Oranges and Lemons’ song and game

20. Names
A13/14/15/17 the name of the church and changes in the name, and streets

21. The Normans
A 9 William the Conqueror, the power of the Normans, and their style of building

22. Power and the power of symbols

A 2 passing on power through your name
A 8/10/12 role of buildings in showing power
A 9 other factors in imposing power re William the C - language/land/church
A11 the Romans and power

B 8 benefactors and ‘giving’ to the church



23. Rituals and Rites

A 6 processions/incense/candles/hymns/holy ground
A 21 and C 2.1 Bells

B 2.1 altars and their use
B 2.3-5 and also B20 the Eucharist at the altar and the use of the Piscina 
B 8.3 death/burial/rising again (Lazarus)
B 15.1 Baptism (Christian and other) (see also B 8.6)
B 15.4 Holy Water
B 16.1 reading from the Holy Book
B 17.1 preaching from the pulpit
B 19.2 the Romans’ view of the Eucharist
B 19.3 wearing a crucifix and making the sign of the cross
B 19.7 Stations of the Cross

24. The Romans

A 11 conquest of Britain/power/buildings
A 12 temples and gods

B 2.1 animal sacrifice and the Romans’ relationship with their gods
B 4.2, B11.4 and B 19.2 attitude towards and persecution of the Christians 

especially with ref to the Eucharist, and secret symbols
B 8.9 and 9.3 Latin - the language of the Romans
B 10.4 Roman rule over Judaea
B 14.8 Roman gods & areas of responsibility with ref to patron saints like Patrick
B 14.11 Mercury - messenger god and wand carrier ref Abbot Bere
B 15.3 cherishing of water and god responsible for springs, esp hot like Bath
B 16.1 role of the eagle in legions and symbol of the emperor’s soul at funerals
B 18.7 Roman numerals on memorial stone
B 19.2 use of crucifixion, especially on slaves

25. Saints

A8 Saint Crispin and Saint Crispian, patron saints of cobblers and tanners
A14 St Benedict
B 6 and 14.7 Mary, mother of Jesus
B 8.1 Joseph, father of Jesus
B 9.1-6 the Four Evangelists
B 9.2/3 Mark
B 9.4 Luke
B 9.5 John
B 9.6 Matthew
B 10.6 John (re Revelation)



B 10.7/8 Gandhi - Hindu Saint?
B 12.2 Peter
B 12.3 Paul
B 12.4 and 14.4/5 Joseph of Arimathea 
B 14.8/9 and A3/4 and 14 Patrick and Benignus
B 15.1 John the Baptist
B 18.3/4 Dunstan: musician (harp), churchman, silversmith etc.

C 1.5 Missing statues on the Tower/the iconclasts of the 17th century

26. Science

B 18.1  science behind how an organ works then and now, and use of electricity

27. Symbols and symbolism (see also ‘Colours’)

A14 symbolism of the monks’ tonsure, as shown in the sculpture of St Benedict
A18 the mitre as a symbol of rank in the Church
A20 and C 1.3 the battlements as a symbol of power, like a castle

B 2.3/5 the altar as a symbol of sacrifice and the lamb as a symbol of
vulnerability and innocence for Jesus
B 2.4 other types of symbol, eg flags and definition of the word ‘symbol’
B 4.1 and 11.4 the boat (upturned nave) as a Christian symbol
B 4.2/3 fish and fishermen as symbols
B 8.1 halos
B 9.2 Lion
B 9.4 Ox
B 9.5 Eagle (for Christians and Romans)
B 10.6 Alpha and Omega
B 11.3 Anchor
B 14.2 Pelican
B 14.3 Dove
B 15.1/3 Water and cleansing
B 18.3 harp and other instruments
B 19.1-3 the Cross - the ultimate Christian symbol

C 1.1 Bells and power



28. The Victorians

A22 seating, roof and heating changes in the 19th century

B 9.7 child mortality in Victorian times
B 10.7/8 Britain and the Empire/colonization/ administering the colonies ref India
B 9.7,10.7/8,11.1 & 12.1  benefactors of the church -  Alnutt/Porch/ Holman 
B 12.1 enlargement of the church with ref to plaque dates
B 18. 2 the advent of the organ, replacing the band of musicians
B 18.6 removal of memorial stone and the giving over of the chapel to the organ
B 19.5 the Victoria Cross and others(inc George Cross in WWII) 

29. World War I

B 16.2-5 Lectern memorial to a fallen soldier



Discovering St Ben’s - an Educational Resource
Pack for Schools
 

A - A History of  the Church
 

1 St Benedict’s Church belongs to the Church of  England and therefore is
called ‘Anglican’. The Church of  England started soon after 1539, when Henry
VIII quarrelled with the Head of  the Church in Rome, the Pope, over his wish
to divorce his wife and marry another woman.

 

2 Why did he want to do this? Well, his wife Katherine of  Aragon (one of  how
many wives he tried out??!) had not been able to give birth to a son who would
carry on as king after Henry - all kings want to keep their power ‘in the
family’ through a male son and heir. (What is an heir? What happens if  you
inherit something?) Henry wanted all churchmen on his side for this quarrel
with the Pope and anyone he thought wasn't, he treated very badly, especially
the people who ran the big churches, like at Glastonbury. What was our big
church called and who ran it? What's a monk? Are there still monks? Are there
female monks and what are they called? Is the big church in Wells called an
Abbey? What's the difference between an Abbey and a Cathedral? Who is in
charge of  a Cathedral?(Clue: what's the castle-type building in Wells called?)
What's the head monk called? So the Abbey is run by an Abbot and his monks!

 

3 By 1500 the church here had already celebrated its 400th birthday, because a
small church was built on this very spot around the year 1100. This was when
some monks carried the bones of  a holy man from Meare to Glastonbury, to be
buried in the grounds of  the Abbey. The bones probably belonged to a hermit
called Beonna, who had died in Meare many years before,  but the monks
decided that everyone should think that they belonged to a  man called St
Benignus, who had worked in Ireland with the famous St Patrick.

 

4 How do we know all this? Well, a historian called John of  Glastonbury wrote
it all down. He said ‘ The moving of  the relics (bones) of  St Benignus took
place in 1091 when Turstin was Abbot of  Glastonbury Abbey. The monks
wrote to Turstin asking for the bones of  this great man Benignus to be dug up,
washed, wrapped in a silk cloth, and placed in a casket. This was taken from
Meare to Glastonbury by boat!’

 

5 What does this tell us about the difference in the countryside around
Glastonbury 900 years ago? Do you know another, old name of  the area around



Glastonbury, one that’s used by a school in Street and some shops and
companies? Have you heard people talk about the Isle of  Avalon? What does
‘Isle’ mean and how does that help us understand what the area around
Glastonbury was like in ancient times? What areas of  the town would have
been well above the flood/inland sea levels. How do you think the Tor
especially must have seemed to people in those times? Do you think it would
have seemed very special and mysterious? Do you think this is one of  the
things that brought spiritual/religious people to Glastonbury and is this why
some people are still drawn to Glastonbury, to visit and maybe even to stay?

 

6 John goes on ‘ A large crowd met the boat and after the monks got out with
the casket, there was a great procession of  churchmen carrying crosses,
incense burners (What is incense and why was it burnt? Do people still use it?)
and candles, singing hymns and anthems, making their way from the landing
place to higher ground. Here the procession stopped and the crowd was told
about the life of  the holy man and the reason for moving his bones. This piece
of  higher ground is where St Ben’s church is today.’

What do you think the reason was for moving the bones to Glastonbury?

 

7 The place where the procession stopped was thought to be holy and it was for
this reason that a church was built here soon after and dedicated to St
Benignus.

 

8 What does ‘dedicated’ mean and do you know of  any other churches that are
dedicated to saints? Think of  the ones in Glastonbury and perhaps Wells and
some famous churches in London. Are any other types of  building dedicated
to people?  What do you think it’s like having a building named after you? Why
should anyone have a building named after them? Try to think of  some
famous buildings in London or even Glastonbury and Street, named after a
famous person.(St Paul's, Big Ben, the bell named after the politician Sir
Benjamin Hall, St.John's, the George and Pilgrim etc., Crispin Centre – why
Crispin? In the 4th century AD, he and his twin bother Crispinian were
cobblers and tanners, but also Christians, who preached by day and made
shoes by night. They were killed for their beliefs and were made saints. So
what's the connection between Street and these brothers?) What type of
building would you like named after you? How would you like people to think
of  you and your building?

 

9 So a church was built on the spot where the procession stopped and it was
built in the Norman style. Why Norman? Well, in 1066 William, Duke of
Normandy (where is Normandy?) invaded Britain and won an important
battle. (Do you know where this battle was?) As a result he was able to conquer
most of  Britain (do you know what his new name was after conquering



Britain?), bringing his knights (to whom he gave a lot of  the conquered land),
his churchmen (many of  whom were given important positions in churches
and Abbeys like Glastonbury), his laws to run the country, his language
(French, which was spoken at court and which crept into the Anglo-Saxon
language) and his style of  building. And so the first church of  St Ben’s was
built in the Norman style, which featured windows that go up towards a point.

 

10 Buildings were very important to William and the new rulers of  Britain.
Why do you think they were?

Well, buildings were a symbol of  wealth and power - they said ‘Don’t mess
with my owner/builder - I’m strong and have lots of  money. Do as I say.’ So the
conquered people, who probably felt very angry about having these foreigners
ruling them and their country, didn’t think that they stood a chance if  they
tried to fight back. So the bigger the buildings were and the more there were
of  them, the more powerful William and the Normans seemed to the English.
Also, the churches at the time were very rich and the rulers always used to
want them on their side and  most of  the poorer people used to believe
everything the churches told them. If  they didn’t do as they were told they
would go to hell!

 

11 William wasn’t the first ruler to think like this and to frighten people by
symbols of  his power. Who else had conquered Britain before him?

 

The Romans - way back in history, 1,000 years before William and 2,000 years
ago now! As soon as they got a foothold in Britain they started building. What
exactly did they build? Roads for trade and their armies and towns which had
lots of  buildings which the Britons found fun - like baths and theatres and
amphitheatres (what happened in these?).

 

12 Did the Romans build churches? Yes, sort of. They called them temples and
dedicated them to Roman gods. Do you know the name of  any of  these gods?

 

So the church that the Normans  built about 1100 was nowhere near as big as
the one built later, in 1500, but it may still have been a very small part of  a big
plan to impress the local people and to help make them think that William and
the new rulers were not to be messed with! But even then many local people
would have been happy to have a fine new church where they could worship
God and show their love for Him.

 

13 What about the name of  the church? Why do you think it changed? Well, the
more words and names are used by people, the more they tend to change,
especially if  they’re not written down very much.



 14 The actual church building of  St Ben’s may not have changed much from
1100 to 1500, but as time went by the name did, with more and more people
calling it ‘St  Benet’. Now it was only a small change to make it into St
Benedict. Who was he? Well, St Benedict (the patron saint of  bees and nettle-
rash!)was a completely different person to St Benignus, but he was much more
famous. He lived in Italy about 500 years after Jesus and founded 12
monasteries. Many, many other monasteries were set up in his name and the
monks who lived in them ( Benedictine monks) had to follow a very strict way
of  life, called 'The Rule of  St Benedict'.

Can you see a sculpture in the church of  a man who looks like a monk? This
was made last year by a local sculptor called Richard Field, who wanted to
give something he had made to the church. What do you think of  it? Is his hair
unusual? Why do you think that monks used to shave their head and have a
bald patch (correct name 'tonsure')? Well, it was a sign (symbol?) to show that
they were giving up a normal life and doing everything for God in the way
Benedict had taught them. Do you think it looks like a kind of  crown – which
one would the monks be copying to show their devotion to Jesus? (Thorns)

Glastonbury Abbey was run by monks who followed the teaching of  St
Benedict and it was not a surprise that the name Benignus very very
gradually turned into Benedict. So our church shouldn’t really be called St
Benedict’s at all! And so neither should the school! The names of  other places
in Glastonbury have changed too, including our street which was originally
called Madelode Street when the church was built around 1100. We think the
end of  the word ‘lode’ has something to do with the loading of  boats and the
‘Madel’ bit may mean ‘middle’. 



15 Is there another street in Glastonbury nearby where boats may have loaded
and unloaded in olden times, which has kept its name? (Northload Street) Why
do you think Madelode Street changed its name and Northload didn’t?

 

16 By about 1500, a new church was built on the same site, but bigger and
grander than the first one, and in a different style. We think that the monks at
the Abbey paid for most of  the new building and one monk in particular, the
head monk, who wanted his name to be linked with the new church (do you
know the name for a Head Monk?!). The head monk at the time was a man
called Abbot Bere. 

 

17 How do you think Abbot Bere made sure people remembered his connection
with the church for many years to come and even to this day? Well, he left his
signature all over it! What is a signature and why do people need one? Can you
see another word in the word ‘signature’ which tells us something about the
meaning of  the longer word? Have you got a signature? Do you think there are
different types? Could you have a long signature and a short signature? What
would you use for your short signature? On a building like our church what
signature do you think Abbot Bere used? Why? Besides the cost of  using his
long signature and the space it would take up. Why do you think he wouldn’t
need to use his long signature? If  his initials were RB what do you think his
full name was? (Richard Bere) 

 

18 What else could he use to remind people how important he was? He could
use a symbol! What do you think this might be? His hat! Do you know the
proper name for the kind of  hat an Abbot wears? A mitre. The head man at
Wells Cathedral also wears a mitre on special occasions - what title does this
man have?

So you can see the mitre and the Abbot’s initials above the north porch. Can
you see another mitre anywhere close by? On the pub sign! Why do you think
the pub is called The Mitre? 

 

19 Richard Bere was a very busy Abbot. Like the other monks he spent a lot of
time in prayer and singing , but he liked new buildings, and many changes
and improvements at the Abbey took place whilst he was in charge. There are
other signs or signatures of  his inside St Ben’s Church which we’ll look for
later.

 



20 So around 1500 the church was made much, much bigger, with a high tower.
How high do you think the tower is? Apparently it’s about 100 feet high.
What’s that in metres? Are towers unusual on churches? Do you know other
churches with towers? What shape are towers? What other shaped towers do
churches have? What do we call these pointed towers? Why do you think
churches need such a high part of  their building? What shape is the
stonework around the top? Why do you think it’s shaped like a little castle? Do
you know the correct name for this style of  stonework that looks like a castle?
(Battlements or Crenellations) 

 

21 What else is the tower used for, besides reminding people of  the way to
heaven and to show everyone how strong the church is? Why does the tower
need to be high for bells? What are bells used for? (calling people to church,
weddings, funerals, and warnings to people in times of  danger and also at
times of  great happiness for the town and the country. Can you think of  times
when this might have been, perhaps in 1918 and 1945 to celebrate what?)

 

22 More changes were made to the church over the years, but by about 1830
(who was Queen of  England at that time?) it needed a lot doing to it. So new
seating was put in (what do we call the benches in a church?), repairs made to
the roof  (what covering do most churches have on the roof ?), and a heating
system was put in!

 

23 The last big change was in 1913 when the vestry was added. What is a
vestry?  Can you think of  a word like ‘vestry’ to do with clothes?   

 

24 More changes are on the way. What changes would you like to see in the
church?

   The prayer of  St Benedict  

Almighty God,

Give us wisdom to perceive you,

Intellect to understand you,

Diligence to seek you,

Patience to wait for you,

Eyes to behold you,

A heart to meditate upon you,

And a life to proclaim you.

Through the power of  the spirit of  our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

If  this is a difficult prayer to understand, why not find some other words?



                B The Different Parts of the Inside of the Church
 

1 Which direction?

First of all, which is East, West, North and South? In which direction does the Church point? Is this
usual in Christian Churches? Why do you think that is? Does this have anything to do with the sun, or
something to do with Jesus himself? Where did he come from? Where is that? You may notice that
the East and South sides of the church seem to be much more decorated and interesting than the
North and West sides, which is the same for practically all churches. We’ve seen why this might be
for the East, but what’s so special about the South side for these lovely windows to be there, and
not on the North side? (Yes, sunlight! )

 

Can you find?.....:-

 

2 The Altar 

 

2.1 Do you think Christians were the first to use altars? What do you think the Romans used an altar
for? Why would they kill animals on an altar? Who did the Romans worship?  Why would a god like
Jupiter or Mars want an animal killed for them? Yes, as a sign that the people were willing to give up
an important creature (why important?) for their god? So what would we call this? A gift or a
sacrifice. 

 

2.2  Which race of people around Jesus’ time and in Jesus’ country  would have used an altar?
(Jesus was in fact a member of this race) The Jewish people used the altar to show God they were
sorry for the bad things they had done. 

 

2.3 What was the Christian God’s idea in sending Jesus down to earth, knowing that He would be
killed? Yes, as a sacrifice, to show he was a loving God. And Jesus said that he sacrificed
himself/gave up his own life to make up for the things we all do wrong. What’s the old word that
means something we do wrong? Sins. So the altar became a symbol of sacrifice and saying sorry. Do
you know the animal that Jesus is often called when he was sacrificed, like on an altar? A Lamb, or
the Lamb of God. Who is the person in the fields who looks after lambs and sheep? Jesus is often
described as the Good Shepherd, looking after his people, his sheep. 

 

2.4 So the altar is a very special place that means a lot to Christians - another Symbol. What is a
symbol? (something, usually a painting or an object, that represents or stands for something quite
important that we would find difficult to describe in words) Flags are perhaps the most common
symbols. Which flags do you know?

 

2.5 Back to the altar........usually only a few special people stand by it - who might they be and
what do they do there? What’s the nearest ordinary people get to the altar? And what happens at
the altar rail? Why do they kneel and what do they receive?  Why bread and wine - was it something
that Jesus said about himself? When did he talk about bread and wine? Was it a special meal? Was it
near to the end of his life? Can you remember what name we give to this meal? What did he tell his
followers to do, to remember him by?

So this very special ceremony happens around the holiest place in the church, because it’s a symbol
of the sacrifice God made in sending his son as a gift to the world, and the sacrifice Jesus made in
allowing himself to be killed for our sake. What do you think the phrase 'seek sanctuary' means?

 

 



3. The Aisle

Yes, it’s the kind of gangway up the church. There are usually two on each side (the word ‘aisle’
comes from a Latin word that means wing, like the wing or side of a big house) and the main one up
the middle. 

 

4. The Nave

 

4.1 This is the central area of a church, where people sit. A long time ago there was nowhere to sit
down so people just stood! Look up at the roof. What’s it made of here? Do you think that’s what it’s
usually made of? Can you imagine the roof upside down - what would it look like, that always used
to be made of wood?

Yes, a ship or a boat.  We often see boats in this church - why might it be an important symbol?
(Look back at the west window and  ‘Hope’ in the south window)(see B 13and B 11.1)

 

4.2 In fact, it was the fish that became a very important symbol for Christians - especially the first
Christians in Rome - it was their secret sign to trick the Romans, who were very cruel to them if
they wouldn’t stop being a Christian. Have you heard of what happened to Christians in Rome? 

 

4.3 The word ‘nave’ actually comes from a Latin word meaning ship! Can you think of any other
English words starting with NAV... to do with boats and ships? What’s a navy?

Back to fish, Jesus was always talking about fishermen, especially his followers, because he wanted
them to become fishermen - but what kind of fishermen?  

 

5. Columns and Arches

It is said that the columns you see here and in other churches are like trees of sacred woods. In
other churches there is some form of decoration at the top of the columns - what do you think that
might be? Look at how the columns become arches - what do they make you think of? Well, perhaps
like someone throwing their arms towards the sky - why? Is that where most people think heaven is?
What is the opposite of heaven? Where do most people think it is? What’s another name for hell,
used often in stories long ago? (the Underworld - Hades in Latin) Have you seen much bigger arches
in places like London. Paris or Rome? What are they called and what are they for? 

 

6. The Lady Chapel

Is this just for ladies? Why is called the Lady Chapel then - who is the Lady and why is she so special
to Christians? Some Christians, especially Roman Catholics, call Mary ‘Our Lady’. Are there churches
dedicated to Mary? Are there any nearby? (The Abbey Church, the RC church in Magdalen Street and
the church in Meare!) If there is an altar in this chapel, what can take place here, if necessary? 

 

7. The Chancel

This word originally means somewhere that is cut off from somewhere else, or a special area
separate from the rest of the church - does that makes sense here? What two parts of the church
does the chancel separate?         

 

 

 

 



 

8. Windows:

 

Why are there so many people in them? (Stories, because of literacy levels, but also to remind people

of stories they already knew)
 

Do you prefer plain or painted glass? Why? Are they really painted?

 

What’s your favourite window?

 

Which is the one most people don‘t see? (probably the West - rather a shame!)
 

At what time of day do you think the west window would be at its best? (evening, with the rays of the

setting sun)

 

Are the windows just for the people inside the church? How and when could they be seen from the

outside? (a colourful attraction for people outside, perhaps - especially at night)
 

Who do you think paid for them? Why? (rich, grieving person for a dead relation, in their memory)

 

Does anything tell you when they were put in? (plaques)

 

What do the windows show?
 

Why do some of the people in the windows have a kind of ring around their head? Is it to show that

they are special in some way?  Special good or special bad?! What are these rings called? When you

look at them closely you’ll see that there’s a name beginning with ‘Sanctus’ - what do you think that

means?

 
We’ll look at the windows starting here and then in a clockwise direction (where to next?)

Imagine the church is a clock and we are standing where the hands join, right in the middle of the

clock face. What time would the east/south/west/north end be?

 

windows at the east end, behind the altar:
 

What are these three windows all about?

 

8.1 Start with the one on the left. What does the window show and
who is in the picture? (the birth of Jesus in the stable, with his
mother Mary and Joseph) What time of year is this for Christians?



8.2 The middle one? (Jesus crucified on the cross, with his mother
Mary, and another Mary, called Mary Magdalen, waiting, and looking
up at him) What do the Christians call the time of year that Jesus
died?

 

 

8.3 The one on the right? (An angel appearing to Mary and Mary Magdalen). Does this look like the
same place? What do you think has happened in the meantime? 

 Well, Jesus dies and his body is taken down from the cross and a
man called Joesph of Arimathea asks to be given the body. He and a
man called Nicodemus wrapped Jesus’ body in a clean linen cloth
with spices (what for?) then placed it in Joseph’s own tomb, a kind
of man-made cave in a rock. A stone was rolled over the entrance,
which is where the angel is in the window. The story is that Mary
Magdalen and Jesus’ mother came to the tomb to anoint the body.
(What does ‘anoint’ mean and why was it done?) They found to their
horror that the stone had been rolled away and they immediately
thought that the body had been stolen. One story says that the
authorities had soldiers sent to guard the tomb to stop anyone
stealing the body and claiming that Jesus had miraculously risen
from the dead and gone to heaven. In the window we see an angel
announcing to the two women that Jesus has in fact done just this -
risen from the dead. The religious word for this is ’resurrection’,
which means ’rising again’ or Ascension, which is more or less the
same. How can you tell that this is an angel and not Jesus?

 

8.4 What do you think of the colours? Do you think the colours are important? Are the same people
given the same colours in different windows? Well, not always, but very often, because different
colours were symbols. For example, Blue was usually given to Mary and sometimes to Jesus - why do
you think that might be? What in our world is nearly always blue? The sky, and for many, many
people the sky means heaven, so Blue represents heavenly love. They cover the altar with a cloth.
Do you think it's always the same colour? Who could tell you about the different colours they use,
particularly purple?

There is a little Green here, meaning the colour of life, or life conquering death, just like what
happens in nature - can you explain? 

8.5 Jesus is often dressed in Red - why might this be? What vital fluid is always red? So Red is often
the colour given to those people we know will have to die, like Jesus and other brave people who
give up their life for their beliefs. What special name do we give to these people? (martyrs) Red can
also be given to people who have the Holy Spirit come down upon them, such as Jesus’ mother Mary
in the first window, or who show intense love, like Mary Magdalen, in the third window.

 

8.6 White is usually a sign of purity, innocence (what does this mean?) and of someone passing to a
new life in Heaven, so it is not surprising Jesus and the angel are given white in all three windows
here. Why? Can you think of other times in church when white is worn by someone? Why?



8.7 What other important colour do you know about that is not here - one that has a very important
meaning? When do people wear black? 

 

8.8 Whose eyesight is good enough to read the writing the angels are holding in the two windows?

(‘Blessed be the Lord God of Isaac ........ for he hath visited and redeemed his people’.)

What does ‘hath’ mean? Why is it written instead of ‘has’? What other old
forms of words have you seen or heard? (thee/thou etc) Do Somerset
people still use them? (see also B 17.3 and possibly old version of The
Lord’s Prayer?)

The story of the boy Isaac (which happened a long time before Jesus) is a
famous one in the first half of the Christian holy book (which is...?), but
it’s quite scary!

The reason Isaac is mentioned here at the altar end of the church is
because Isaac’s father Abraham was just about to sacrifice him - his own
son! - on an altar to prove how much he loved God when God said ’OK,
Abraham, you have proved your love for me, sacrifice a ram instead. Does
this sacrifice remind you of another one? Well, perhaps it’s similar to God
sacrificing his own son Jesus, so that’s why the words are above the altar
and the picture of Jesus’ sacrifice. 

 What is in the small window at the very top? How many letters are there? Can you make out what
they are? They are actually IHC, which doesn’t seem to make much sense, does it? Why do you think
that is? Yes, it’s in a different language - Greek. (see also B 10.4)The letters IHC are actually the
first two letters and the last letter of the Greek word for Jesus, Ιησους, (which actually comes out
looking like ΙΗΣ  if you use capital letters) so you usually see these words very near Jesus, or his
symbol, the ...............(see B 19) Can you find a crucifix on a wall in the church? (over the chancel
– see Para B 19 below) Very often with crucifixes you see the letters INRI - more Greek? No, but not
English! Yes, Latin. These are the first letters of the Latin words which mean ‘Jesus of Nazareth,
King of the Jews’ (Iesus Nazarenus, Rex Iudaeaorum)(usually no letter J in Latin) What has Jesus got
to do with Nazareth? He spent his early life there although he was actually born in
...........Bethlehem.

When someone was crucified a little sign was nailed up to say who the person was and what they
had done wrong. So the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate, had these words put up but according to
the writer John (see B 9.4 below) the Priests who thought Jesus was just a troublemaker wanted
Pilate to change it to 'This man said he was King of the Jews'!

Do Bethlehem and Nazareth still exist? Yes, they do and Nazareth is actually the town in Israel
where most people are Arabs, not Jews

 

9 Lady Chapel:

These show four men - which four men have something to do with the Bible? What part of the Bible?

9.1 They are Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, who wrote very important parts of
the Bible about the life of Jesus. They are often called the four evangelists, and
the parts they wrote are called the Gospels, which are at the start of the second
part of the Bible, the New Testament.

9.2 Can you see the writing? What do you think it tells us? What do you think
‘Sanctus Marcus’ means? What’s the animal by his side? The lion is there because
it was a favourite symbol of his family and a symbol of power and kingship, but
also a symbol of peace. Have you seen flags with lions on them - were they the
flag of the royal family? Is there a famous children’s book where a lion is the
main character? What’s the book called and what’s the name of the lion?



9.3 What language is ‘Sanctus Marcus‘?  Why is it in Latin? Who spoke
Latin? Who speaks Latin now? Do you know that many children in
Britain still learn Latin? A long time ago a lot of people in Britain spoke
Latin - who was that? That’s why some people think it’s still a good
idea to learn Latin, because a lot of the words we use today, especially
the long complicated ones came over here with the Romans! 

9.4 What is the writing in the bottom right window? Try to copy it in
the same style. Who was ’Sanctus Lucas‘? What’s the animal beside
him? What were oxen used for in those days? In what other scene
might we see an ox in a church window? These creatures were often
sacrificed and St Luke wrote a lot about the sacrifice Jesus made.

9.5 Why aren’t there any names in the top two windows? (There are -
we just can’t see them!) If I tell you that John’s symbol is an eagle,
which one is he? Can you see an eagle anywhere else in the church -
where? So the idea that John had was to tell his story of Jesus to
everyone, and thought it was like a great eagle carrying an important
message all over the world.



9.6 Who does that leave? Yes, Matthew top left. Matthew’s part of the
Bible, his Gospel, starts with a long list of Jesus’ family through the
ages, reminding us that he was part human  - what do we call it when
you write down all the member of your  family as far back as it will go
(clue: it has lots of branches!)? Can you see where the list might be
written? And who might have written it or whispered the names in
Matthew’s ear? Yes, the Angel, which is human in form.

Which of the four is the odd one out? Well, it might be John - why? (no
beard!) 

 

9.7 Can you see what the plaque tells us? Yes it says that the whole chapel including the  windows
are in memory of two children who died - does it actually say that? Why do you think it says ‘fell
asleep in Jesus’? How old were they and whose children were they? (Rev.Alnutt and his wife) What
was Mr Alnutt’s job? How do you know? When did they live? Why do you think their children died so
young? Did this happen a lot in those days? Why? Do you think it’s a nice thing for their Mother and
Father to have done? What is this plaque called? (a memorial)

10 Window in the South Transept, behind the Font:

10.1 How many stories do you think there are here? 

What do you think is happening in the top
window? There are a lot of jars, aren’t there?
What did people use the jars for? Do you think
Jesus is at home or is he somewhere special? In
fact, he’s at a wedding he and his followers were
invited to. It’s a story that John tells (not the
others, though) about when all the wine had
been drunk and Jesus did something incredible -
he did a number of unbelievable things we
call .......miracles. Do you know what he did to
solve the problem of the wine running out? Well,
he told the servants to fill the jars up with water
and .......yes, he turned it into wine. Why did he
do that? Yes, he wanted to convince his followers
that he could do miracles and that he was the
Son of God.



10.2 What’s happening in the lower window is a bit more difficult to work out, but it is another
miracle. What do you think his best miracles were? Yes, healing people, and doing something even

more miraculous than that - yes bringing them
back to life. 

This window shows us the time when he brought
back to life a man called Lazarus. Lazarus had
three problems: he was not only dead (he’d been
dead for four days!) but he was sealed in a tomb
behind a heavy stone door; and he was bound
head to foot in grave clothes. Even Lazarus’ sister
Martha wasn’t sure opening the tomb was the
right thing to do, saying   ‘Lord, by this time he
stinketh!’ Jesus ordered the stone to be removed 
and called out in a loud voice ‘Lazarus, come
out !’ This is just what Lazarus did .Can you make
out Lazarus, and the stone, and Jesus?

 

10.3 Do you think they are all wearing the right clothes for the time? No, the experts say that the
style of the clothes is French 1300s - over one thousand years too late! Why haven’t they got it
right? 

Well, yes, it could be choice or it could be that when the window was put in (how many years ago?)
they still weren’t sure how people dressed back at the time of Christ)

 

10.4 Look at the two very small windows near the top? What’s in them? One of the letters is easier
to make out than another - which one? What letter is it? Yes, an ‘A’. And the other? Is it one we have
in our alphabet? So are these letters from a different language - which one? (it’s not Latin!) Do you
know another old language that was spoken and written a long time ago? Yes, it’s Greek, because
the Greeks were very clever people who wrote lots of books, plays and all kinds of other things and
they travelled a lot in the Mediterranean (what and where is this?), taking their language with
them. And Greek was widely spoken all over the south of Europe in Jesus’ time and in Jesus’
country. What was his country called? Judaea (which is actually the Roman name for the land of the
Jews) and another name Palestine. Latin was also spoken everywhere then - why? Do you think the
Jews were happy about the Romans ruling their country? They tried to fight back and throw them
out lots of times - do you think they managed to do it? Why not? 

(Teacher’s note: more info on - http://www.livius.org/jo-jz/judaea/judaea.htm)

 

Does Judaea/Palestine still exist? What country or countries are they now? What’s the modern name
for the country where most of the people are Jews? What’s the capital of Israel?  Once there were a
lot more Jews in Europe, but something terrible happened to force them make their home far away
in a new country called Israel. Do you know why the Jews left their homes in countries like France,
Germany and Poland? Many were killed in the most horrible way before they could leave. Do you
know how, and what name is given to this awful event?

 

There are non-Jews living in Israel too, many Arab people known as Palestinians, who think more of
the country should be theirs. It’s been an area that many different people have fought about over
the years, because it has always been ‘special’. For Christians, it’s known as The Holy Land and
even the English have sent armies all the way there to make sure other peoples did not own the
land. Do you know what the wars in the Holy Land were called, back in the time of Richard the
Lionheart? The Crusades, and the soldiers who went over there were called Crusaders.

 Nowadays the Jews and the Palestinians are not happy with each other - they fight and peace is
very difficult to get. But in Jesus’ time, the local people had a common enemy - The ........Romans!

 



10.5 The first Bible wasn’t written in Greek (in Hebrew, the language of the....Jews) but later
copies were. So Greek was a very important language (who speaks it nowadays - is it exactly the
same? No, there’s very old - Ancient Greek - and..........? ...Modern Greek), but these two letters
are still the same. So what are they? Well, the Greek name for the letter A is Alpha - does that
sound familiar to you?! Yes, Alphabet - what’s that? The ‘bet’ part of the word is actually the second
letter of the Greek alphabet, ‘beta’ to be exact. Guess which one this other one is? The last! It’s
name is Omega (does that sound familiar to you? - Omega watches?), and it’s shaped rather like a
horseshoe.

 

10.6  So the two letters are Alpha and Omega, the first and the last. Why are they here then? Well
John, the man who wrote some of the books of the Bible, says these were the actual words Jesus
himself used, to mean ‘I am the beginning and the end’. This is quite difficult to put into simple
words, but Jesus is trying to say he was the Son of God and God goes on for ever, that He has always
been and will always be, for all time.

 

10.7 What do you think the plaque under the window is for? Yes, it tells us who had the windows put
in and why. Can you read it?

 

It says that the window was put in to the memory of someone. 

 

What are their names? (Anne Rebecca Porch and Reginald Porch) Yes, it is in his memory because he
died before she did. Where did he die? (Poona, India) When? (8th June 1886) How old was he when
he died? (48) Is this young? Why do you think he died quite young? Why do you think he was so far
from home? Yes, he was working abroad. Do you think many Englishmen did that kind of thing in
those days? Are any of your family living/working abroad? Is that nice? Is it easy to keep in touch?
Would it have been easy in the 19th century. Why not? (NB Roger Parsons has photos of Reginald and
Anne Porch and their family if required)

 

10.8 Who was the ruler of Britain about this time? Was Victoria ruler of anywhere else? Do you know
what title she had? (The Empress of India) Yes, Britain ruled India (anywhere else? What do we call
all these countries now?) and so lots of people had to leave Britain and go to those countries and
help to govern them, so that they were peaceful and didn’t mind being ruled by foreigners. Is India
still part of the British Empire? When did it become separate/independent? Do you know the famous
Indian man who persuaded his countrymen to ask the British to leave - as long as they were
peaceful? (Gandhi)

 

 10.9 Is there anyone playing musical instruments in these windows – have a careful look, they aren't
that easy to see! Who are they, do you think, and what are they playing? (see also B 18.3 below)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 Window on the South Wall:

 

11.1 Does it say if this was paid for by someone? 

Can you see whose memory this window is to and when he died?

(Stephen Holman November 11th 1874) Who had
the memorial put up? (his sister, Eliza) She
describes herself as ‘affectionate’ - what does
this mean? Do you think Stephen is buried here?
Can you read the names at the bottom? Why are
they difficult to read? (script and in Latin) (L to
R, Fides - faith, Caritas - charity, Spes - hope)
How can Faith, Charity and Hope be people? How
would you draw a picture to show something like
‘Hope’ ? Would it be easy? Would it be easier to
draw a picture of a person who was Faithful,
Charitable or Hopeful? What do these words
mean and how do the pictures help us? Why are
they here? What does it tell us about being a
Christian? 

Can you read the words that go across the top? Why not? More Latin! the words are actually 

‘nunc autem manent fides, spes, caritas tria haec.’ Which means...

‘now but remain faith, hope, charity three these’!! Can you put them in the right order to make
sense?

What English word appears if you put PER in front of MANENT? What does ‘permanent’ mean? What
do you think TRIA means? Can you think of an English word beginning with TRI that has something to
do with three? (triangle, tricycle, triple, triplets, trident etc) What is the Trinity to Christians?

 

11.2 What is Faith holding? 

Why are there little children in the Charity window? And what
do you think an anchor is doing in the Hope window? What’s
an anchor for? What’s special about this particular anchor? Do
we ever read about Jesus being in a boat? Was the sea always
calm? One of the Bible stories has him calming the waters
when his followers were getting very worried on that famous
fishing trip - so he was a bit like their anchor, something solid
to cling to when life got a bit rough - their Hope to survive
(see also Hebrews 6:19). 

 11.3 The Christian church seems to have very close
connections to boats and the sea. When the Christians were
being very badly treated by the Romans in Rome, they had to
hide away and use secret signs to show that they were
Christians and a fish was one of them - another reminder of
Jesus as a fisherman of people. As we saw when looking at
the nave, the shape of a church is very much like an upturned
boat and that’s why the main part of the building is called
the ‘nave’. (What do you call boats and ships that go to war?)

What do you think of the colours? Can you remember from the first windows we looked at, at the
east end, what the blue, red and green mean?



12 Next Window on the South Wall:

12.1 Who seems to have paid for the next window? What does that tell you about the Holman family
of Glastonbury? What have been the dates on all the plaques so far? Why do you think they date
from about the same time in the 19th century? Why aren’t there any plaques from before this time
on this wall? Well, it’s because this wall wasn’t here before about 1886 - the side (south) wall was
were the arches are now!

12.2 Look at the first figure on the left - is it a
man or a woman? Can you see her name? Dorcas

What has she got in her hands? (A piece of cloth)
And what is there in the bottom right hand
corner? (a basket of loaves)Dorcas was a very
kind lady in the Bible. She was a dressmaker, who
made clothes for the poor in her village and
especially widows. What is a widow and why in
those days were widows likely to be poor?  (No
income from a husband, and perhaps not from
any children) When she died, the people of the
village, who had heard that Saint Peter had been
doing miracles, urgently asked him to help, and
the story goes that he brought her back from the
dead.

 

12.3 Can you read the name of the person in the
middle window? St Paul was first known as Saul,
and a pretty nasty piece of work he was too,
until one day, after Jesus had died, he saw Jesus
in a vision (what‘s this?) and immediately
changed into a good man. He became one of the
Apostles - a group of Jesus’ followers, who went
around spreading the news about Jesus.

 

12.4 The picture on the right is much more to do with Glastonbury - can you see why? Well, it’s
something to do with the stick/staff in his hand - it’s growing! Is it a tree or a shrub or a plant
growing out of the top? What kind of tree/shrub? A thorn! What’s so special about a thorn? Well,
some of you may have heard about the Glastonbury Thorn - a special thorn that blossoms at two
special times of the year. When? Why? Where can you see one? (the Abbey grounds, St John’s
Churchyard and Wearyall Hill - where’s this?) Where do people say this Thorn came from?(The Holy
Land) Where is the Holy Land and how did it get there? Well it’s got something to do with a man
called Joseph - not Jesus’ father, but his uncle. He came from a town called Arimathea, so he was
known as Joseph of Arimathea. He was a timber merchant (what’s this?) and there’s a story that he
brought Jesus with him to Glastonbury on one of his business trips! He brought with him a
stick/staff made from a thorn and he went walking one day with it on Wearyall Hill. And what do
you think happened? Yes, a thorn bush grew at one of the places he put his stick - a thorn that only
blossoms at Easter and Christmas. So that’s Joseph of ........? in the window and the Glastonbury
Thorn. Do you know what we do with a sprig of the thorn every Christmas? Yes, send it to the
Queen! And who cuts it? The youngest pupil at St John’s! Did anyone here do that? Can you read the
inscription on the window?...................

 

What about the colours of the clothes of these people?

 

Can you read the sentence that goes across the top ? (The souls of the righteous are in the hand of
God) (from the Old Testament Book of Wisdom Chapter 3) What do you think it means, and why it is
the caption for these particular windows?



13 Window at the West End in the Tower

13.1 Who do you think the man standing up is?
And who is he talking to? Do you know what he is
saying? Are there any words on the window
anywhere? Can you read them?

They are:-

¶ Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

 

(note: if this window is looked at after the pulpit,
the sentence can be linked to the Sermon on the
Mount)

 

13.2 What’s in the background? Why is this
probably lake Galilee? Is there a story about Jesus
going out in a boat on lake Galilee?

 

At what time of the day do you think this window
would be particularly pretty to look at? Why?

 

14. Roof Corbels:

What are these for, do you think? (decoration/ more stories)

How many are there?

 

Can you see ..............

 

14.1 a woman and a snake ? Who do you think this is and
where is she? What’s the snake doing - what’s the story
and who’s missing? Do you think this would be a new story
to people in church or just a reminder of one they already
knew?

 

 

 

 

 

 



14.2 a bird - what type of bird? Is it a big or little bird?
Have you ever seen a pelican? Where do they normally
live? What’s unusual about it? What do you think it’s doing
with its beak? Why would it be stabbing itself? Well, the
blood is for her chicks, who are hungry. What might
happen to her eventually? Why would she do that? What do
you call it when you give up something important for
someone else’s sake? Who else do Christians always say
sacrificed himself for others? For who exactly and why? So
this is a Christian symbol of Jesus. You can see this symbol
at the Abbey House and at Edgarley (in the 19th century,

the owners of Edgarley used to own the Abbey House andGrounds too).  

 

14.3 another bird? Is a dove a special symbol of something?
Yes, peace and love. (Have you heard the expression
‘lovey dovey’?)

 Do you know the bible story about the great flood that
God sent to clean the world of its wicked people? Who was
the only survivor? Why? When did he know that the flood
had stopped? Yes, he let go a dove and it flew back with a
leaf (of an olive tree) What did that show?  God then
promised that he wouldn’t do anything like it again and
sent something else as a kind of promise - a rainbow.
Doves are supposed to be very loving to each other -

sometimes you see paintings where a dove is coming out of Jesus’ heart and flying up to heaven.
Christians know this as a symbol of the Holy Spirit. What direction is the dove flying in? Why do you
think it's flying downwards? Yes, it's a symbol of Love/the Holy Spirit coming down from
God/Heaven.

 

 

14.4 two mugs? What else can you see with them?
It’s a cross, isn’t it? Is it smooth wood or does it look
more like a tree? What’s the special tree of
Glastonbury? Whose stick turned into a flowering
bush somewhere nearby? So this could well be the
special badge of Joseph (of A.......?). What do you
call the special badge that important people or
families have? A coat of A......So this badge with the
rough cross became known as the Arms of Joseph of
Arimathea and a favourite of the Abbot whose badge
we saw over the North Porch - Abbot Bere. 

 

14.5 In fact the two mugs on the shield became known as the Bere Mugs, as a bit of a joke. What do
you call a joke like this which plays with the sound of words? Do you know any puns? There is a story
about these mugs. People say that two cups were used at Jesus’ crucifixion to collect some of his
blood and his sweat and they were brought to Glastonbury by J of A. Many people over the ages
have come to Glastonbury looking for these cups and they gave them a special name - the Holy
Grail.

 

14.6 Have you ever thought about a Coat of Arms for you and your family. Why not think of one and
draw it? You’ll need to include things or symbols that you think are important for your particular
family. Usually the Arms of important families had two parts, one for your father’s side of the
family, one for your mother’s. Many of them had weapons on them, if the families had been in wars
fighting for the King or Queen, and many of them had animals as symbols of themselves as hunters
or rulers. 



14.7 Is there another shield with a cross on it?
Can you see anyone sitting on one of the arms
of the cross? It’s very small, isn’t it? Closer up
you would be able to see that’s it’s a woman
holding a baby in her arms - who do you think
that is? Yes Mary and Jesus. So it reminds us of
his journey from being a little baby to
someone who had a very horrible death on the
cross - all for our sake. What do we call that?
A sacrifice.

 

 

 

 

14.8 a man holding a tree?! Who was this
church first named after? This is thought to
show St Benignus setting out to find his great
friend St Patrick. Patrick is a very special saint
because he is supposed to look after a whole
country. Do you know which one? What do you
call a saint who looks after a country or a
special group of people? Do you know any
other patron saints? Of England, Scotland and
Wales, for example? Did you know there are
patron saints for people like Doctors, and
Gardeners?! This may be something copied a
long time ago from the Romans, who thought
that different gods looked after all kinds of

things, like the Sea (Neptune/Poseidon), War (Mars/Ares) and even Thieves (Mercury/Hermes)!
Mercury was also the Messenger god. (NB the second name of each is the Greek name)

 

 

 

14.9 a man with a little man crouching by his
side? Well, this is our old friend St Benignus
again, walking over the moors, meeting the
devil and pushing him into the swamp/mire.
What colour would he become - black! Why?
What do we call the very damp wet soil of the
moors? What is it used for? Why is it so wet?

 

 

 

 

 



14.10 a shield with just letters on? What
letters are they and who do they belong to?

 

 

 

 14.11 a kind of stick with something winding
round it? Well, this is supposed to show a kind
of magic stick (wand?) that Mercury used to
carry with him as he flew round the world
carrying messages! Well, apparently, Abbot
Bere had travelled a lot in Europe before he
became Abbot of Glastonbury and was a kind
of important message carrier (emissary) to
Italy. So it’s the Abbot showing off a bit,
perhaps!

 

 

 

15. The Font:

15.1 What’s a font for? What happens in a baptism and what’s the point of one? Who is involved in a
baptism and what do they have to do? Was Jesus ever baptised? Who by and where? Do people from
other religions/beliefs use baptism as a sign of cleaning and starting a kind of new life? (Hindus -
Ganges). Being baptised also is a way of welcoming someone into a community. What is a
community and can you think of different types of community?

Can you think of a word to do with water that has the letters f-o-n-t in it?

15.2 What kind of design is this font?

Do you think it’s very old - how old? It’s about 500 hundred
years old so when was it made? How do we know how old
it is? How can the experts tell? Do you know if the font in
St John’s is a similar style? Next time you go there, have a
look - you may find it has a similar style but looks much
newer.



15.3 Do you think water is very special and important? How do you think ancient peoples thought
about water? What did they think about springs?  What would they have thought about hot springs?
Where is the famous hot springs not far from here? Even the Romans thought springs were special
and that a god was making the water come up from the ground. How does it get there? It rains,
soaks through the ground and somehow makes its way back up to the surface! They didn’t know why
so they thought a god was responsible! Perhaps God is, in a funny kind of way! Can you think of any
other things that happen in nature and in the world that might have frightened ancient people, who
wouldn’t have known what made these things happen, unlike us today?

 

15.4 This font usually has a lid. Do you think they were made at the same time? Why not? Why have
a lid at all? Well, in olden times the water was blessed on Easter Day and then left to be used later,
so a lid would protect the holy water from getting dirty and dusty, and also to stop people stealing
it. Why would they steal it? Well because it was holy water, it was thought to be special and have
special powers. Nowadays the water is always blessed on the day it’s going to be used. 

 

16. The Lectern

 

16.1 What’s this for? What other word can you think of
that has the letters LECT... is to do with reading? What’s it
made of? Why do you think the Bible is resting on an eagle?

Have we seen another eagle here? (stained-glass window in
the Lady Chapel with John the Evangelist) What does the
eagle mean to Christians? Did it mean anything to the
Romans? Where would you have seen an eagle in a Roman
army? (on the legionary standard - representing power, and
the symbol of the chief Roman god, Jupiter)

 

When the Romans celebrated the death of a famous person
like the Emperor, they let go an eagle at the funeral - as a
symbol of the person’s soul or spirit flying up to heaven.

 



16.2 Can you read what it says at the bottom of the stand? 

 

(To the Glory of God and in loving memory of H.Hampden-Taylor RAMC MB BCH. Cantab........who,
after serving three years in the Great War, gave his life for God, King and Country on Vimy Ridge
3rd April 1918, aged 35)

 

What’s it all about? Who is the lectern in memory of? When did he die and how, do you think? Does it
say where exactly he died? (Vimy Ridge, a very important area of high ground in the north of
France) 

 

16.3 Which war did he die in? Why do you think it was called ‘The Great War’? How else is it called?
(There are two other names) Which countries were fighting against each other? So why were our
soldiers fighting in France? Have you seen pictures of where the soldiers fought? Was it in woods or
open fields? How did they stop themselves getting shot? What do you think living in the trenches was
like? Did any of your grandfathers or great-grandfathers fight in the First World War? Why don’t you
try and find out? Are any of our soldiers fighting battles abroad today? Where? Do you think it’s a
good idea for our country to send troops to fight in another country?

 

16.4 Why do you think the letters RAMC are in capital letters? What might they stand for? The RA are
the easier two to guess(Royal Army) and the M has something to do with the fact that this soldier
wasn’t there to fight. What other types of people are necessary when there is fighting? Medical
people. So the letters stand for Royal Army Medical Corps. What does ‘Corps’ mean? Are any of your
elder brothers and sisters in the Army or Air Traing Corps?

 

16.5 So why do you think he died when he was not actually involved in the fighting? The letters BM
mean that he had passed his University exams to be a Doctor (Bachelor of Medicine) and BCH means
that he was also a qualified Surgeon ( they used the Latin words (Baccalaureus Chirurgiae) for this
one, and Cantab is a strange way of saying Cambridge (again, the Latin way). Why is Cambridge
mentioned? Can you think of any other famous universities? What is a University?

 

16.6 Do you feel sorry for this man? Why? 

Who do you think had this lectern made and put here?

What’s the proper word for lettering in stone or metal like this? Have you seen inscriptions
anywhere else?



17 The Pulpit

17.1 What is this and what is it used for?

 

What do you call a talk in church given by the priest?

 

17.2 Have you heard of ‘The Sermon on the Mount’? Who
gave it ? Where and who to? What was the lake where
Jesus went out in a boat? How do we know about it? Which
books tell us about the life of Jesus? This story is in the
first book - so who is the writer?

17.3 This is how Matthew tells the story:

1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came
unto him:
2 and he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

3 ¶ Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 ¶ Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 
5 ¶ Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 ¶ Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
7 ¶ Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
8 ¶ Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.  
9 ¶ Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
10 ¶ Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
11 ¶ Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake. 
12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the
prophets which were before you.

 

17.4 Look at this drawing of the inside of St Ben’s Church:-

What’s the drawing been used for?

Which year was it sent?

Can you see when it was drawn? Is there a small date on it
anywhere?

Can you see the day and the month as well as the year?

 

17.5 Now look at the drawing - do you notice anything
different about the pulpit?

So how many years is this before the pulpit was moved?

Is there anything else different in the drawing? 

Yes, the message on the wall is where the crucifix is now.
Do you think the crucifix wasn’t there, or is it the writing
that wasn’t there? So why have they written in the
message?   



 

18 The Organ

 18.1 Do you know how an organ works? Well, it’s just like whistling - how do you do that? Can you
make different sounds? What makes the sounds different?  Do you think the bigger pipes make a
deeper note or a higher one? What do you need a lot of if you want to play a lot of music on the
organ? Before the days of electricity how did they produce enough air to go through the pipes? What
else are bellows used for, but not much these days because of central heating? How can electricity
produce all the air needed now? 

 18.2 Can you see a date on the organ?

 Do you think the organ was there when the first church was built here in the 11th century? Why
not? What about when the next church was built here in about 1500?

 Well the first organ was put in in 1873, so do you think there was no music in the church before
then? Who do you think provided the music before the organ was put in? Where do you think they
stood? They actually stood in a gallery - what’s a gallery and where do you think it would have been?
So what happened in 1873? Yes, the Victorians decided that different musicians were OUT and one
organist was IN, so they took out the gallery and put an organ in. Do you think that an organ would
have been enough to get the people to sing or do you think they needed some help? Who might be
able to give them that help? Do you think it would be nice to be in a choir that helps other people
to sing better? What kind of things do people sing in church? What’s the point of having music in
churches? Do you think music sounds nice in church? Are there any windows or symbols in this church
to do with music?  Yes, in the window in the South Transept behind the font (see B 10.9 above)

 

18.3 What other instrument are angels sometimes shown playing? Can you describe a harp? Have you
seen a harp anywhere else in Glastonbury? Why is it on the St Dunstan’s School uniform? Well, St
Dunstan was supposed to be a very clever chap and one of his many talents was playing the harp.
When did he live? (in the 10th century) Why is he important to Glastonbury? (re-built the  Abbey
here, started a community of monks - what were they called and what name did they have?!)
Dunstan later became Archbishop of Canterbury and a great friend of King Edgar. He was also
supposed to be a silversmith (?), and brilliant at making things.(he is patron saint of blacksmiths and
swordsmiths) 

 

18.4 People who wanted to get him into trouble even said that he was a sorcerer (= ?) - someone
who makes magic spells. What’s another name for a sorcerer (wizard) and what special thing are
sorcerers often seen wearing? Do you know any other famous sorcerers/wizards? Has anyone seen a
cartoon film (Fantasia) where Mickey Mouse is a sorcerer's helper (apprentice?) and something goes
badly wrong? He tries to get a bucket and broomstick to do the work instead of doing it himself -
everything gets flooded as so many buckets bring so much water! Well, there is a similar story to do
with St Dunstan, when a young assistant tried to make a lot of beer using a spell and he gets flooded
out too!

 

 18.5 Back to music in church - why do you think they stopped having music played by the musician
using instruments? (fewer good musicians? more powerful/impressive sound produced by ‘modern’
organs?)

 18.6 In fact the organ takes up a whole chapel - the Sharpham Chapel. Has anyone been to
Sharpham? It’s a very small village on the moors near Walton. But it has a very lovely old house
there called Sharpham Manor, and it’s so old that Abbot Beere built it - the same Abbot that helped
to build this church! How old does that make Sharpham Manor? Over 500 years old! In those days the
Lord of Sharpham was very powerful - he must have been to have his own chapel. If you go to the
west entrance you’ll see a memorial stone for one of the Lords. You might be able to make out his
name and the year he died, but you won’t understand anything else. Why not, do you think?  Do you
think it’s an odd place for something like this? Why is it there then? Yes, they moved it when they
(who?) decided to fill up the chapel with the organ.



 

18.7 Memorial stone by the West door

 

What is it? Can you see who it’s in memory of? Can you read the rest? Why not? Why is it written in
Latin?

Where else have we seen some Latin in the church? Do you know why Latin was often used for
memorials and inscriptions like this? (‘posher’, and Latin sentences are generally shorter, and so
take less expensive space and money!)

Are there any other names on the slab you can make out? What’s Sharpham got to do with St Ben’s?
(B18.6) What are these letters in block capitals doing at the bottom? 

 Do we use Roman numerals any more? (at the end of
film/TV credits?) How do they work? 

V=hand/5 fingers, X=2 hands, I = a finger! M=1000 (cf
millenium)D=500, C=100 (cf century, centurion) L=50
(combination examples to show how it works X1=eleven
and IX=nine!) So what’s the first number? (26)( then 9,
then 67 then 1710)

 

What do you think they refer to? One of them is a day in
the month (26)  - can you work out which month
(March!). So we’re looking at the 26th March 1710. Yes,
the day that this man died. Can you see a girl/woman’s
name? (Anna!). Why would she be on the stone? Well she
was a very important lady! Yes, the Queen and the 9 is
the number of years she had been Queen when this man
died. So can you work out when she came to the throne?

 

Have you seen or heard the word ANNO before? AD=Anno
Domini (language?) =in the year of Our Lord. What does

this mean? Who is ‘Our Lord‘?  Well it means the number of years after Jesus was born. So when he
was 30, we would say..........? Which letters do we use for dates before he was born? BC, which
means....? (Is it just coincidence that the letters used are ABCD?!)

 

Back to the month - Martij - March - do you know who had a lot to do with the way we name our
months and how many days long they are? A clue - he was probably the most famous Roman of all!
Another clue - his initials are JC (NOT Jesus Christ!) Yes, Julius Caesar! And one of our months is
named after him...........

July! And another month is named after his step-father who became the first emperor...........

Augustus-August! So all the months have Roman connections, but only these two are named after
human beings. Some are named after Roman gods, for example March - Mars. Do you know what
Mars was responsible for? He was the god of War. Have you heard the expression ‘The Martial Arts’?
They’re really sports to do with.............fighting! The other famous god who gave their name to a
month was Juno, the wife of Jupiter, the ..........chief god. Another interesting month is January,
because it’s named after a god called Janus, who was in charge of gateways and doorways! That
makes sense, doesn’t it? In paintings he’s shown with two heads, one facing left, the other facing
right. So why do think he was chosen as the first month of the year?  Do you know what a janitor’s
job is? Have a guess!

 

At one time January wasn’t the first month of the year - March was! You can tell that from the name
of the month September - what number has that got to do with? Count up to ten in French and
you’ll see. Yes, it was the seventh month (the Latin is SEPTEM), but now it’s which month of the



year? That’s because a long time ago the months and the different seasons of the year were getting
terribly muddled and the Romans decided to put in the extra two months to make it work better! So
before then, October was the ...........8th month (English words beginning with OCTO to do with
eight......?, but now it’s number..........10, November was the ...........9th month, and now it’s
number.............11, and December was the 10th month, and now it’s number..............12! (Any
English words to do with 10, starting with DECEM - or DECIM?)

 

Notes for teachers: 

 

* February is named after a Roman purification festival, April, origin uncertain, may be named after
Aphrodite, goddess of Love, and May after Maia, the Greek goddess of Spring

 

* The complete translation of the Memorial is:

Here deposited, Reader, under this marble are the remains of the distinguished man Henry Gold
(Gould) of Sharpham House, Golden Knight (Sir Henry Gold?), most wise judge of the Queen’s
Bench, whose soul, released from its bodily domicile, flew to his Creator God
on the 26th day of March
in the ninth year of Queen Anne
at the age of 67
in the year of Our Lord 1710

from the Latin:-

En depositas, Lector, sub hoc marmore reliquias Integerrimi Vir HENRICI GOLD de Villa 
Sharphamienti Equitis Armati, Banci Reginensis Iustitarij prudentissimi: Cuius Anima
Corporis domicilio soluta ad Deum Creatorem remigravit
Martii die XXVI
        { Annae Reginae IX
Anno {Aetatis suae LXVII

        {Redemptoris nostrae MDCCX 

* This Sir Henry (the first of two) was the grandfather of Henry Fielding (b1707), author of the then
infamous novel, ‘Tom Jones’. It is most likely that Fielding, who was born at Sharpham, was
baptised in St Benedict’s, like his sister. Sharpham Manor was also the birthplace of the Elizabethan
poet Sir Edward Dyer (1543-1607)

 19 The Crucifix – above the Chancel (see also B 8.9)

19.1 What is a crucifix? What was it used for? It’s a horrible way to die - what happened exactly?
The word crucifix actually means ‘fixed to a cross’. In Roman times, the person was usually flogged
first, then forced to carry the cross beam to the place of execution. He was then fixed to the cross
by nails or cords, then pulled into an upright position by ropes. Death came usually as a result of
exhaustion  or suffocation, particularly if the person’s legs were broken.

 

19.2 Do you think Jesus was the first man to be crucified? Well, it’s sad but people have been
crucified almost since time began - the Egyptians, the Romans, even the Aztecs of .......central
America used it to kill their enemies and people they thought were criminals.

And like with Jesus, the person was usually forced to carry their cross to the place where it was
going to be put up.

The other famous person apart from Jesus to have been put to death in this way was Spartacus, a
Roman slave/gladiator who fought back against his cruel masters and raised a huge army which won
many battles before they were finally defeated. After the final battle many thousands of Spartacus’
men were crucified along the road south out of Rome and the crosses were not taken down for many
years as a reminders to slaves what would happen if they revolted against their masters again. The
story was made into a very famous film. 



 

 19.3 Why do you think the Crucifix is so important to Christian people? What do we call a  picture
or a figure we see a lot that stands for or means something really important? Yes, so the crucifix is
really the most important, most powerful Christian symbol. Where do a lot of people wear a
crucifix? Do you think that all those people are Christian? Why do they wear it then? Have you seen
people make the sign of the cross? How do they do it and when?

 

19. Do you know any other types of crosses? There are a lot. Can you describe any?

(see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/wiki/Cross) What's your favourite?

 19.5 What are the crosses that some people in Great Britain receive as a reward - for what? What’s
the cross for the bravest thing of all? (Victoria Cross, introduced by Queen Victoria in 1856 during
the Crimean War, inscribed  ‘for valour’, with a lion) The next best award is the George Cross (the
whole island of Malta was awarded this in the Second World War for being very brave when attacked
for days on end by the German Air Force – why George Cross?).

 19.6 Can you think of any organization that has the word ‘Cross’ in its name? What does the Red
Cross do? Why Red? What's the Red Cross called in Muslim countries? (Red Crescent) Is there a Green
Cross? What is it?

 19.7 Back to Jesus and his terrible ordeal. Has anyone seen or heard of ‘The Stations of the Cross’?
Well some churches, especially Roman Catholic ones, have 14 separate little paintings or sculptures
around the walls of the church showing the 14 stages of Jesus’ walk as he carried the cross from the
Roman Governor’s office to where he was crucified, and just before Easter, many churches have a
special service where people stop at each of the pictures, say a special prayer and move on to the
next one. If you go to Spain or Portugal churches that are built on the top of a hill have hundreds of
steps to them going up the hillside, stopping at each of the 14 stations. It’s very hard work, but
Christian people think that it is honouring Jesus to walk all the way up.

 

20 The Chairs

 (in background, Piscina cf French ‘piscine’ swimming
pool and ‘pisces’ zodiac sign for fish - originally for
washing the holy plates etc after Communion with
water draining away outside into the holy ground of the
churchyard) 

20.1 Have you seen this unusual type of chair anywhere
else? (St John’s Church, the Bishop’s Palace in
.......etc.) Do you know if it has a name? Well it is in
fact called the Glastonbury Chair, because it was first
made here because, we think, of Abbot Bere (who
else?!) who liked the design (it’s supposed to be a
folding chair!) when he saw it in Rome, on a visit to the
top man in the Church at that time, the..........Pope.
When he came back to England in about.....(?) 1500,
one of his monks called John Arthur had one made, and
they became very popular. 

John’s full name was John Arthur Thorne (another
Glastonbury Thorne but with an ‘e’ on this time!). He
died a very horrible death on the Tor (hung, drawn and
quartered and his head and body parts displayed in
Glastonbury and other towns in Somerset) in 1539
alongside another monk and the Abbot then, a very
brave man called Richard Whiting, who had stood up to

some bullying by Henry VIII at a very difficult time (see also A1/2) for all monks and monasteries.
What’s a monastery? 



Richard Whiting was the next Abbot after Richard Bere.  Unfortunately by this time, 1539, the
monasteries had become far too rich (ordinary people used to give the monasteries a lot of money
and treasures to make sure they went to Heaven when they died!)and Henry VIII found some excuses
to fall out with the Abbots and their monasteries in order to take them over and have all the
treasures of the monasteries for himself. Abbots who tried to stop the king doing this were treated
very badly, like Richard Whiting, and the monasteries were pulled down - that’s why you hardly see
anything left of the monastery at Glastonbury. And it was never a working monastery again. 

Where was the monastery and what kind of things can you see of it still? What had the monks built
next to the monastery? Did the Abbey survive? Have you visited Glastonbury Abbey? What can you
see of it now? Can you imagine what the Abbey was like and how big it was before it was pulled
down? Do you think that was a terrible thing to happen to such a grand building? Where do you think
all the missing stone went? Do you blame local people for robbing the stone? Do you think the
town’s people were sorry to see the end of the Abbey? Do you think a lot of them had jobs because
the town was important? Have you seen any Abbey stone around the town? Keep your eyes open -
there’s quite a lot of it!

What’s the usual place people get stone from? Is there a quarry near here? We know that most of
the stone they used came from quarry Doulting, near Shepton Mallet. Is there a quarry still there, or
nearby? Do you think it was easy for the stone to get here all those years ago? How would they have
done it? Have you been to any other ruins and do you sometimes feel the same way about them? Are
you ever amazed at how these old buildings were built in the first place? Like Wells Cathedral, for
example? Is it nice to live in a town with all this history?

20.2 Back to the chair. What do you think of
the patterns? And the arms? Apparently,
they’re shaped for easy ..........reading! In
fact, John Arthur’s name has been carved on
one of the arms of the chair, but it’s difficult
to read for two reasons. Can you see
something that looks like his name? 

More Latin - it’s supposed to be ‘Johannes
Arthurus’ Why aren’t the letters easy to
read? Well have you tried carving letters in
wood?! So the person doing the carving has
taken a few short-cuts, but could he have
put the name in full anyway? No, not enough
space!

Which letter is the nicest, do you think? Isn’t the letter ‘S’ different?! John’s name starts a kind of
sentence, with the next words being ‘monacus Glastonie’ (the word Glastonbury has been
shortened)- can you spot them?

They tell us who John Arthur was a
.........monk - from Glastonbury!



Then there is a prayer that God should save him or
make sure he goes to Heaven. We sometimes use
the word salvation’ for this. Can you see anything
that looks like it? salvet eum Deus

Which word do you think is the Latin for God?
Deus (we can use the English word ‘deity’ to mean
a god or goddess) 

Can you see the same word but differently spelt
on the other arm? Deo, in the words ‘sit laus Deo’,
which means ‘Praise be to God’ - nothing to do
with sitting! What does ‘praise’ mean? How can
you show someone that they have done very well
without actually saying anything?  Can you think of
an English word with the letters ***LAUS* that
means something to do with praise?  Yes, applause!
There are lots of English words that come from
Latin - can you remember why? (see B9.3)
 
‘Praise be to God’ should really come last in our
sentence. What’s the bit we haven’t  done yet?

How many words are there here? The
middle word is probably the easiest to
read - pacem - which means peace in
English. What do you think it means if
we ‘pacify’ someone? Yes, we put them
at peace, we calm them down, if
they’re cross or upset. With the other
words, the Latin goes Da pacem ei (or
the last word might be a short form of
Deus ei - it’s uncertain), meaning ‘O
Lord, Give peace to him’ or ‘O Lord,
Give him peace’.

Have you ever heard the expression
‘Rest in peace’? What’s it to do with?
Where might you see these words or just

the first letters of these words (what would they be?) written in stone? Yes, on a gravestone - why?
Yes, to ask for that person to have no more worries, now that they have gone on to the next life,
whatever you think that is. So how would our chair sentences read with all the bits?

John Arthur, Monk of Glastonbury, May God Save Him, O Lord Give Him Peace. Praise be to God.



C - Outside features
 

1. The Tower
 

1.1 It was built about 500 years ago - so what date was that?

 

The style of the tower is Perpendicular - what do you think that means? 

 

Churches usually have a tower or a ...........Spire. What does a spire look like?

 

1.2 Why do churches need towers? Why do they need to be so high? How high do
you think St Ben’s tower is?

 

(Symbol of power, for Sound to carry, reaching to the Stars/heaven) (100 feet
high/30 metres)

 

1.3 On what other buildings do you see towers? Is there anything you can see on the
tower that makes it look like a castle? These are called Battlements - why do you
think they are there? (to show people how strong the church is, and how being a
Christian gives you strength - not to fight with your hands but with your words and
your thoughts) There is a famous Christian song that begins
‘Onward, ..................’

 

1.4 Are there any other features on the tower which makes it look like a castle?
What do you think these slits are for in a real castle? And on a church tower like St
Ben’s? (for light - why? What’s inside? Steps to take you up to the roof, for
inspection/repair, and the .......bells)

 

 

2. The Bells
 

2.1 How many bells do you think there are? Have you heard them? When? What for?

 

What do you think they are made of? Where are they exactly?

 

What makes them sound? Where do the bell-ringers stand? Do they always make the
same sound?

Does one bell ever make a different sound? How can the bells sound different then?
Yes, they can be rung in a different order - who decides that?  When do the church
bells ring? So what day of the week are they heard most often and why? Do you
know why a single bell might be rung, rather that the whole lot?

 



2.2 What’s a different tune of bells called? Do you know a famous nursery rhyme
about churches with different peals of bells? Here it is:-

 

"Oranges and lemons", say the bells of St. Clement's 
"You owe me five farthings", say the bells of St. Martin's 
"When will you pay me?" say the bells of Old Bailey 
"When I grow rich", say the bells of Shoreditch 
"When will that be?" say the bells of Stepney 
"I do not know", says the great bell of Bow 

Here comes a candle to light you to bed 
And here comes a chopper to chop off your head! 
Chip chop chip chop - The last man's dead. 
 

Do you know where all these churches are? Does the song make any sense? Do you
think it’s a very old rhyme - why? (mention of candles and chopping off heads!) 

It is still sometimes used as a party game.

 

(Note for teachers: Party game)
The song is used in a children's game with the same name, in which the players
file, in pairs, through an arch made by two of the players (made by having the
players face each other, raise their arms over their head, and clasp their partners'
hands). The challenge comes during the final lines:

Here comes a candle to light you to bed. 

Here comes a chopper to chop off your head. 

(Chip chop, chip chop, the last man's dead.) 

On the last word, the children forming the arch drop their arms to catch the pair of
children currently passing through, who are then "out" and must form another arch
next to the existing one. In this way, the series of arches becomes a steadily
lengthening tunnel through which each set of two players have to run faster and
faster to escape in time. The game works best with a pianist to play the tune, so
that unpredictable changes of tempo can be introduced.

Alternate versions of the game include: children caught "out" by the last rhyme may
stand behind one of the children forming the original arch, instead of forming
additional arches; and, children forming "arches" may bring their hands down for
each word of the last line, while the children passing through the arches run as fast
as they can to avoid being caught on the last word. 

 



2.3 (Note for teachers: Origins and meaning)
The origins of Oranges and Lemons are not well known, but are thought to date to
at least the 17th century or 18thcentury. A Square dance named "Oranges and
Lemons" dates to 1665.

The lyrics may reflect trades and activities which took place near the location of
the churches mentioned.

Some believe that it may be a reference to when Charles I of England was
beheaded and all the church bells rang to mark his execution. The final lines in the
children's party game may refer to capital punishment. The tenor bell of St
Sepulchre-without-Newgate was rung to mark executions at Newgate Prison.

 

3. The Churchyard
 

What is the grassy area around the church called?

 

What are most churchyards used for? Why?

 

Why do you think there are no modern gravestones here?

 

Where are most Glastonbury people buried now? What’s a burial ground called?

 

Why do you think old churchyards filled up so quickly?

 

How can people take up less space in a cemetery?

 

 

4. Porch (North)



 What’s a porch for? Have you got one in your house? Why is it useful?

Why do you think there is a slit in the wall in the porch? Well, some people think
that it was where the people with diseases came to receive communion without
infecting others.

 

Do you know of any infectious diseases of olden times, especially one which did
terrible things to your fingers and toes? Does it still exist? How did people get it?
(poor hygiene and diet) 


