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1. The Abbey, Abbots, the monks and Abbot Bere

A3/4 the year 1091 and the monks’ request

A9 important positions at the Abbey given by William the Conqueror

Al4 the monks and St Benedict + significance/symbolism of shaved head
A16 the Abbey and Abbot Bere (see also A19)

Al17 Abbot Bere’s footprints and signature

A18 Bere’s mitre

B6 Abbey Church dedicated to Mary

B14.4 Bere’s Coat of Arms

B14.5 The ‘Bere mugs’ and the Holy Grail and King Arthur

B14.11 Bere the traveller

B18.6 Bere and Sharpham

B 20.1 The Glastonbury Chair and Abbot Bere, John Thorne, the death of
Richard Whiting and the Dissolution of the Monasteries

C 1.5 destruction of the statues on the Tower/iconoclasts

2. Art and Architecture

A9 Norman style, especially in windows
A17 the ‘signature’ of builders, inc modern times

B 5.5 columns and arches

B 7 the Chancel

B 8 the plain and painted glass on the South side

B 8.1 the windows, from inside and out

B 10.3 thel4th century French style of clothes in the windows behind the font
B 14 the roof corbels for decoration and reminder of stories

B 14.6 the Glastonbury Arms cf Royal family/any family

B 15 the font

C all sections especially:-

C 1.1 style

C 1.2 and 1.4 the tower

C 1.5 destruction of the statues on the Tower/iconoclasts
C 1.3 battlements

C 3 the Churchyard

C 4 the North Porch



3. Beliefs

B5 Heaven/Hell/the ‘Underworld’

B11.1 Faith, Charity and Hope and the meaning of the Trinity

B12.4 Joseph of Arimathea and The Glastonbury Thorn

B14.5 The Holy Grail, the ‘Bere Mugs’, and the Quest inc King Arthur
B14.8 Patron Saints/Roman gods and areas of responsibility

B15.1 Baptism - Christian and Hindu (see also B 8.6)

B15.3 the ancients’ divine explanation for natural occurences

B15.3 Death on the Cross and the wearing of the crucifix

B19.3 The significance of the word Right

C1.5 the holiness of statues v. the iconoclasts

4. Biblical references (see also ‘Jesus’ and ‘Saints®)

B8 stories in stained-glass windows, as reminders

B 8.8 the idea of sacrifice - Isaac and Abraham

B 9.1 the 4 evangelists

B 9.5 John and the eagle as a symbol

B 10.1 changing water into wine

B 10.2 raising Lazarus from the dead

B 10.5 and 10.6 Alpha and Omega quotation, and reference to the first Bible
B 12.4 quotation from the book of Wisdom in stained glass window
B 12.2 the good widow Dorcas and St Peter

B 13.1 and B17.2/3 the Sermon on the Mount

B 14.1 Eve and the serpent

B 14.3 Noah and the Flood

5. The Church Year and festivals

B 8.2 Easter and B15.4 with reference to Holy Water
B 8.3 Ascension
B 12.4 Christmas with ref to the Holy Thorn

6. Colours and the symbolic use of

B 8.4-7 colours as symbols inc. Baptisms, Marriages and Funrals
B 11.4 and 12.4 more colours



7. Local people, the Community, and society

A 8 Buildings named after people

B 5 Arches in cities

B 6 Abbey Church, RC church in Magdalen St and Meare all dedicated to Mary
B.7 Child mortality

B 10.7 11.1 and 12.1 local people named on church plaques

B 12.2 the role of widows in olden times

B 14.4 Coats of Arms

B 15.1 Baptism as a welcome into a community

B 18.2 the role of the choir in a church and a community

B 20.1 living in a famous place

B 20.1 the effect of the Dissolution on the townspeople

C 3 the Churchyard and burial ground
8. Denominations

A 1 The Roman Catholics/the Pope/Henry Vlll/the Church of England
A 8 ‘Our Lady’ and the Catholic Church

B 19.7 The Stations of the Cross and the Catholic Church
B 20 The Pope and Bere’s visit to

9. The Egyptians
B 19.2 the use of crucifixion
10. Family, and personal reactions

A 8 What building would they like named after them?!
A 17 Have they got a signature and what's it like?

B 9.6 Do they have a family tree?

B 9.7 What do they think of Rev and Mrs Alnutt?

B 10.7 Do they have family living abroad - easy to keep in touch?

B 16.3 Is is right to go and fight in someone else’s country?

B 16.3 Did their grandfather etc fight in any wars? What have they been told?
B 16.4 Do they have brothers/sisters in the services/cadet corps?

B 16.6 Are they particularly sorry for the fallen soldier?

B 20.1 reaction to ruins and the pulling down of old buildings

B 20.1 reaction to Glastonbury’s fame and history



11. Glastonbury and the local area

A 2 and B 21.1 Wells Cathedral and the Bishop’s Palace

A 4/5 the Glastonbury area in 1091 and older times ref moors/flood/
inland sea/Avalon/the Tor /place of worship

A 14/15 names of streets and church

A 18 The Mitre pub

B 6 St Mary's RC Church and St Mary's, Meare

B 12.4 Glastonbury Thorn

B 14.5 Chalice Well

B 14.9 the moors as a danger

B 14.10 Glastonbury Coat of Arms

B 15.2 the font in St John’s

B 18.3 Glastonbury and St Dunstan

B 18.6/7 Sharpham Chapel/Sharpham/ Lord of the Manor memorial stone

12. The Greeks
B 10.4/5 the widespread use of Greek and with ref to Alpha and Omega

13. Henry VI

A 1/2 Henry’s quarrel with the Pope/ the founding of the Church of England
B 20.1 The quarrel with the monasteries and their Dissolution

C 1.1 the date of the present building

14. The life of Jesus

A 14 The shaved monk's head and the crown of thorns

B 2.2 Jesus as a Jew

B 2.3 Jesus as a sacrificial lamb on the altar

B 2.5 Last Supper/Eucharist

B 4.3 Jesus’ reference to fishermen

B 6 Mary, mother of Jesus (see also B 14.7 on Glastonbury Arms)
B 8.1 birth

B 8.2 death on the cross

B 8.3 rising from the dead

B 8.4/5 colours used for Jesus

B 8.8 comparison with Isaac



B 9.4 St Luke’s reference to Jesus’ sacrifice
B 9.6 list of Jesus’ family

B 10.1 turns water into wine

B 10.2 raises Lazarus from the dead

B 11.3 calms the waters of Lake Galilee
B 12.3 appears to Paul in a vision

B 13.1 and 17.2/3 Sermon on the Mount
B 13.2 Lake Galilee

B 14.2 pelican symbol of Jesus’ sacrifice
B 14.5 Jesus’ blood and sweat collected
B 15.1 baptised by John the Baptist

B 19.2 other crucifixions in history

B 19.7 Stations of the Cross

15. The Jews

B 2.2 Jewish sacrifices on the altar (see also B 8.8) and Jesus’ race
B 10.4 Judaea and Palestine then and now

B 10.4 The founding of the state of Israel, and the Holocaust

16. Language and languages esp Latin and Greek

A9 French brought by Normans, Anglo-Saxon still spoken by most

A 23 origin of the word ‘vestry’ and connections eg ‘vest’

B 4.3 and B 11.3 origin of the word ‘nave’ and connections

B 8 and B 2.3/4 meaning of the Latin ‘sanctus’ and general influence of Latin

B 8.3 meaning of the word ‘Ascension’

B 8.8 meaning of the old english *hath’ and others

B 8.9 IHC (Greek) and INRI (Latin) on crucifixes

B 10.4 Greek Alpha and Omega

B 10.5 Hebrew and Greek re the Bible

B 11.1/2 the meaning of ‘spes’, ‘caritas’ & ‘fides’ and turning them into adjectives,
plus the words ‘permanent’ , ‘tricycle’ and Trinity etc

B 14.5 ‘Bere Mugs’ and puns

B 15.1 from ‘font’ to ‘fountain’

B 16.1 from ‘lectern’ to ‘lecture’

B 16.4 Acronyms

B 16.5 Latin acronyms

B 18.7 Latin on memorial stones (millenium/century/origin of names of the

month)

B 19.3 the Latin word ‘sinister’ and the ‘bad’ side

B 20.1/2 Latin on the Glastonbury chairs, with ref to the English words 'salvation’

‘deity’, ‘applause’ and ‘pacify’



17. Maths, Numbers, Measuring, Directions and the Calendar

A20 Height of tower and its shape

B 1 compass points and the church

B 8 and B 13.2 West windows at best and what time + clockwise tour of church
with ref to clock face

B 18.7 Roman numerals on memorial stone

B18.7 The Julian Calendar: names of the month and their origins

18. Medicine
C4 Leprosy

19. Music

B 10.8 Musical instruments played by the angels

B 18.1 the organ and how it works

B 18.3 St Dunstan and the harp

B 18.2-5 changes in church music in Victorian times

C 1.3 the church as an army reflected in the building and a hymn
C 2.1 bells, their manufacture and use
C 2.2 *Oranges and Lemons’ song and game

20. Names
A13/14/15/17 the name of the church and changes in the name, and streets

21. The Normans
A 9 William the Conqueror, the power of the Normans, and their style of building

22. Power and the power of symbols

A 2 passing on power through your name

A 8/10/12 role of buildings in showing power

A 9 other factors in imposing power re William the C - language/land/church
Al1l the Romans and power

B 8 benefactors and ‘giving’ to the church



23. Rituals and Rites

A 6 processions/incense/candles/hymns/holy ground
A 21 and C 2.1 Bells

B 2.1 altars and their use

B 2.3-5 and also B20 the Eucharist at the altar and the use of the Piscina
B 8.3 death/burial/rising again (Lazarus)

B 15.1 Baptism (Christian and other) (see also B 8.6)

B 15.4 Holy Water

B 16.1 reading from the Holy Book

B 17.1 preaching from the pulpit

B 19.2 the Romans’ view of the Eucharist

B 19.3 wearing a crucifix and making the sign of the cross

B 19.7 Stations of the Cross

24. The Romans

A 11 conquest of Britain/power/buildings
A 12 temples and gods

B 2.1 animal sacrifice and the Romans’ relationship with their gods

B 4.2, B11.4 and B 19.2 attitude towards and persecution of the Christians
especially with ref to the Eucharist, and secret symbols

B 8.9 and 9.3 Latin - the language of the Romans

B 10.4 Roman rule over Judaea

B 14.8 Roman gods & areas of responsibility with ref to patron saints like Patrick

B 14.11 Mercury - messenger god and wand carrier ref Abbot Bere

B 15.3 cherishing of water and god responsible for springs, esp hot like Bath

B 16.1 role of the eagle in legions and symbol of the emperor’s soul at funerals

B 18.7 Roman numerals on memorial stone

B 19.2 use of crucifixion, especially on slaves

25. Saints

A8 Saint Crispin and Saint Crispian, patron saints of cobblers and tanners
Al4 St Benedict

B 6 and 14.7 Mary, mother of Jesus

B 8.1 Joseph, father of Jesus

B 9.1-6 the Four Evangelists

B 9.2/3 Mark

B 9.4 Luke

B 9.5 John

B 9.6 Matthew

B 10.6 John (re Revelation)



B 10.7/8 Gandhi - Hindu Saint?

B 12.2 Peter

B 12.3 Paul

B 12.4 and 14.4/5 Joseph of Arimathea

B 14.8/9 and A3/4 and 14 Patrick and Benignus

B 15.1 John the Baptist

B 18.3/4 Dunstan: musician (harp), churchman, silversmith etc.

C 1.5 Missing statues on the Tower/the iconclasts of the 17th century

26. Science

B 18.1 science behind how an organ works then and now, and use of electricity
27. Symbols and symbolism (see also ‘Colours’)

Al14 symbolism of the monks’ tonsure, as shown in the sculpture of St Benedict
A18 the mitre as a symbol of rank in the Church
A20 and C 1.3 the battlements as a symbol of power, like a castle

B 2.3/5 the altar as a symbol of sacrifice and the lamb as a symbol of
vulnerability and innocence for Jesus

B 2.4 other types of symbol, eg flags and definition of the word ‘symbol’
B 4.1 and 11.4 the boat (upturned nave) as a Christian symbol

B 4.2/3 fish and fishermen as symbols

B 8.1 halos

B 9.2 Lion

B 9.4 Ox

B 9.5 Eagle (for Christians and Romans)

B 10.6 Alpha and Omega

B 11.3 Anchor

B 14.2 Pelican

B 14.3 Dove

B 15.1/3 Water and cleansing

B 18.3 harp and other instruments

B 19.1-3 the Cross - the ultimate Christian symbol

C 1.1 Bells and power



28. The Victorians

A22 seating, roof and heating changes in the 19th century

B 9.7 child mortality in Victorian times

B 10.7/8 Britain and the Empire/colonization/ administering the colonies ref India
B 9.7,10.7/8,11.1 & 12.1 benefactors of the church - Alnutt/Porch/ Holman

B 12.1 enlargement of the church with ref to plaque dates

B 18. 2 the advent of the organ, replacing the band of musicians

B 18.6 removal of memorial stone and the giving over of the chapel to the organ
B 19.5 the Victoria Cross and others(inc George Cross in WWII)

29. World War |

B 16.2-5 Lectern memorial to a fallen soldier



Discovering St Ben’s - an Educational Resource
Pack for Schools

A - A History of the Church

1 St Benedict’s Church belongs to the Church of England and therefore is
called ‘Anglican’. The Church of England started soon after 1539, when Henry
VIl quarrelled with the Head of the Church in Rome, the Pope, over his wish
to divorce his wife and marry another woman.

2 Why did he want to do this? Well, his wife Katherine of Aragon (one of how
many wives he tried out??!) had not been able to give birth to a son who would
carry on as king after Henry - all kings want to keep their power ‘in the
family’ through a male son and heir. (What is an heir? What happens if you
inherit something?) Henry wanted all churchmen on his side for this quarrel
with the Pope and anyone he thought wasn't, he treated very badly, especially
the people who ran the big churches, like at Glastonbury. What was our big
church called and who ran it? What's a monk? Are there still monks? Are there
female monks and what are they called? Is the big church in Wells called an
Abbey? What's the difference between an Abbey and a Cathedral? Who is in
charge of a Cathedral?(Clue: what's the castle-type building in Wells called?)
What's the head monk called? So the Abbey is run by an Abbot and his monks!

3 By 1500 the church here had already celebrated its 400th birthday, because a
small church was built on this very spot around the year 1100. This was when
some monks carried the bones of a holy man from Meare to Glastonbury, to be
buried in the grounds of the Abbey. The bones probably belonged to a hermit
called Beonna, who had died in Meare many years before, but the monks
decided that everyone should think that they belonged to a man called St
Benignus, who had worked in Ireland with the famous St Patrick.

4 How do we know all this? Well, a historian called John of Glastonbury wrote
it all down. He said * The moving of the relics (bones) of St Benignus took
place in 1091 when Turstin was Abbot of Glastonbury Abbey. The monks
wrote to Turstin asking for the bones of this great man Benignus to be dug up,
washed, wrapped in a silk cloth, and placed in a casket. This was taken from
Meare to Glastonbury by boat!”

5 What does this tell us about the difference in the countryside around
Glastonbury 900 years ago? Do you know another, old name of the area around



Glastonbury, one that’s used by a school in Street and some shops and
companies? Have you heard people talk about the Isle of Avalon? What does
‘Isle’ mean and how does that help us understand what the area around
Glastonbury was like in ancient times? What areas of the town would have
been well above the flood/inland sea levels. How do you think the Tor
especially must have seemed to people in those times? Do you think it would
have seemed very special and mysterious? Do you think this is one of the
things that brought spiritual/religious people to Glastonbury and is this why
some people are still drawn to Glastonbury, to visit and maybe even to stay?

6 John goes on * A large crowd met the boat and after the monks got out with
the casket, there was a great procession of churchmen carrying crosses,
incense burners (What is incense and why was it burnt? Do people still use it?)
and candles, singing hymns and anthems, making their way from the landing
place to higher ground. Here the procession stopped and the crowd was told
about the life of the holy man and the reason for moving his bones. This piece
of higher ground is where St Ben’s church is today’

What do you think the reason was for moving the bones to Glastonbury?

7 The place where the procession stopped was thought to be holy and it was for
this reason that a church was built here soon after and dedicated to St
Benignus.

8 What does ‘dedicated’ mean and do you know of any other churches that are
dedicated to saints? Think of the ones in Glastonbury and perhaps Wells and
some famous churches in London. Are any other types of building dedicated
to people? What do you think it’s like having a building named after you? Why
should anyone have a building named after them? Try to think of some
famous buildings in London or even Glastonbury and Street, named after a
famous person.(St Paul's, Big Ben, the bell named after the politician Sir
Benjamin Hall, St.John's, the George and Pilgrim etc., Crispin Centre — why
Crispin? In the 4™ century AD, he and his twin bother Crispinian were
cobblers and tanners, but also Christians, who preached by day and made
shoes by night. They were killed for their beliefs and were made saints. So
what's the connection between Street and these brothers?) What type of
building would you like named after you? How would you like people to think
of you and your building?

9 So a church was built on the spot where the procession stopped and it was
built in the Norman style. Why Norman? Well, in 1066 William, Duke of
Normandy (where is Normandy?) invaded Britain and won an important
battle. (Do you know where this battle was?) As a result he was able to conquer
most of Britain (do you know what his new name was after conquering



Britain?), bringing his knights (to whom he gave a lot of the conquered land),
his churchmen (many of whom were given important positions in churches
and Abbeys like Glastonbury), his laws to run the country, his language
(French, which was spoken at court and which crept into the Anglo-Saxon
language) and his style of building. And so the first church of St Ben’s was
built in the Norman style, which featured windows that go up towards a point.

10 Buildings were very important to William and the new rulers of Britain.
Why do you think they were?

Well, buildings were a symbol of wealth and power - they said ‘Don’t mess
with my owner/builder - I’'m strong and have lots of money. Do as | say.’” So the
conquered people, who probably felt very angry about having these foreigners
ruling them and their country, didn’t think that they stood a chance if they
tried to fight back. So the bigger the buildings were and the more there were
of them, the more powerful William and the Normans seemed to the English.
Also, the churches at the time were very rich and the rulers always used to
want them on their side and most of the poorer people used to believe
everything the churches told them. If they didn’t do as they were told they
would go to hell!

11 William wasn’t the first ruler to think like this and to frighten people by
symbols of his power. Who else had conquered Britain before him?

The Romans - way back in history, 1,000 years before William and 2,000 years
ago now! As soon as they got a foothold in Britain they started building. What
exactly did they build? Roads for trade and their armies and towns which had
lots of buildings which the Britons found fun - like baths and theatres and
amphitheatres (what happened in these?).

12 Did the Romans build churches? Yes, sort of. They called them temples and
dedicated them to Roman gods. Do you know the name of any of these gods?

So the church that the Normans built about 1100 was nowhere near as big as
the one built later, in 1500, but it may still have been a very small part of a big
plan to impress the local people and to help make them think that William and
the new rulers were not to be messed with! But even then many local people
would have been happy to have a fine new church where they could worship
God and show their love for Him.

13 What about the name of the church? Why do you think it changed? Well, the
more words and names are used by people, the more they tend to change,
especially if they’re not written down very much.



14 The actual church building of St Ben’s may not have changed much from
1100 to 1500, but as time went by the name did, with more and more people
calling it ‘St Benet’. Now it was only a small change to make it into St
Benedict. Who was he? Well, St Benedict (the patron saint of bees and nettle-
rash!)was a completely different person to St Benignus, but he was much more
famous. He lived in Italy about 500 years after Jesus and founded 12
monasteries. Many, many other monasteries were set up in his name and the
monks who lived in them ( Benedictine monks) had to follow a very strict way
of life, called 'The Rule of St Benedict'.

Can you see a sculpture in the church of a man who looks like a monk? This
was made last year by a local sculptor called Richard Field, who wanted to
give something he had made to the church. What do you think of it? Is his hair
unusual? Why do you think that monks used to shave their head and have a
bald patch (correct name 'tonsure')? Well, it was a sign (symbol?) to show that
they were giving up a normal life and doing everything for God in the way
Benedict had taught them. Do you think it looks like a kind of crown —which
one would the monks be copying to show their devotion to Jesus? (Thorns)

Glastonbury Abbey was run by monks who followed the teaching of St
Benedict and it was not a surprise that the name Benignus very very
gradually turned into Benedict. So our church shouldn’t really be called St
Benedict’s at all! And so neither should the school! The names of other places
in Glastonbury have changed too, including our street which was originally
called Madelode Street when the church was built around 1100. We think the
end of the word ‘lode’ has something to do with the loading of boats and the
‘Madel’ bit may mean ‘middle’.



15 Is there another street in Glastonbury nearby where boats may have loaded
and unloaded in olden times, which has kept its name? (Northload Street) Why
do you think Madelode Street changed its name and Northload didn’t?

16 By about 1500, a new church was built on the same site, but bigger and
grander than the first one, and in a different style. We think that the monks at
the Abbey paid for most of the new building and one monk in particular, the
head monk, who wanted his name to be linked with the new church (do you
know the name for a Head Monk?!). The head monk at the time was a man
called Abbot Bere.

17 How do you think Abbot Bere made sure people remembered his connection
with the church for many years to come and even to this day? Well, he left his
signature all over it! What is a signature and why do people need one? Can you
see another word in the word ‘signature’ which tells us something about the
meaning of the longer word? Have you got a signature? Do you think there are
different types? Could you have a long signature and a short signature? What
would you use for your short signature? On a building like our church what
signature do you think Abbot Bere used? Why? Besides the cost of using his
long signature and the space it would take up. Why do you think he wouldn’t
need to use his long signature? If his initials were RB what do you think his
full name was? (Richard Bere)

18 What else could he use to remind people how important he was? He could
use a symbol! What do you think this might be? His hat! Do you know the
proper name for the kind of hat an Abbot wears? A mitre. The head man at
Wells Cathedral also wears a mitre on special occasions - what title does this
man have?

So you can see the mitre and the Abbot’s initials above the north porch. Can
you see another mitre anywhere close by? On the pub sign! Why do you think
the pub is called The Mitre?

19 Richard Bere was a very busy Abbot. Like the other monks he spent a lot of
time in prayer and singing, but he liked new buildings, and many changes
and improvements at the Abbey took place whilst he was in charge. There are
other signs or signatures of his inside St Ben’s Church which we’ll look for
later.



20 So around 1500 the church was made much, much bigger, with a high tower.
How high do you think the tower is? Apparently it’s about 100 feet high.
What'’s that in metres? Are towers unusual on churches? Do you know other
churches with towers? What shape are towers? What other shaped towers do
churches have? What do we call these pointed towers? Why do you think
churches need such a high part of their building? What shape is the
stonework around the top? Why do you think it’s shaped like a little castle? Do
you know the correct name for this style of stonework that looks like a castle?
(Battlements or Crenellations)

21 What else is the tower used for, besides reminding people of the way to
heaven and to show everyone how strong the church is? Why does the tower
need to be high for bells? What are bells used for? (calling people to church,
weddings, funerals, and warnings to people in times of danger and also at
times of great happiness for the town and the country. Can you think of times
when this might have been, perhaps in 1918 and 1945 to celebrate what?)

22 More changes were made to the church over the years, but by about 1830
(who was Queen of England at that time?) it needed a lot doing to it. So new
seating was put in (what do we call the benches in a church?), repairs made to
the roof (what covering do most churches have on the roof?), and a heating
system was put in!

23 The last big change was in 1913 when the vestry was added. What is a
vestry? Can you think of a word like ‘vestry’ to do with clothes?

24 More changes are on the way. What changes would you like to see in the
church?

The prayer of St Benedict
Almighty God,
Give us wisdom to perceive you,

Intellect to understand you,

Diligence to seek you,

Patience to wait for you,

Eyes to behold you,

A heart to meditate upon you,

And a life to proclaim you.

Through the power of the spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

If this is a difficult prayer to understand, why not find some other words?
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3. The Aisle
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8. Windows:

Why are there so many people in them? (Stories, because of literacy levels, but also to remind people
of stories they already knew)

Do you prefer plain or painted glass? Why? Are they really painted?
What's your favourite window?
Which is the one most people don't see? (probably the West - rather a shame!)

At what time of day do you think the west window would be at its best? (evening, with the rays of the
setting sun)

Are the windows just for the people inside the church? How and when could they be seen from the
outside? (a colourful attraction for people outside, perhaps - especially at night)

Who do you think paid for them? Why? (rich, grieving person for a dead relation, in their memory)
Does anything tell you when they were put in? (plaques)

What do the windows show?

Why do some of the people in the windows have a kind of ring around their head? Is it to show that
they are special in some way? Special good or special bad?! What are these rings called? When you
look at them closely you'll see that there’s a name beginning with ‘Sanctus’ - what do you think that
means?

We'll look at the windows starting here and then in a clockwise direction (where to next?)

Imagine the church is a clock and we are standing where the hands join, right in the middle of the
clock face. What time would the east/south/west/north end be?
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10 Window in the South Transept, behind the Font:
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11 Window on the South Wall
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12 Next Window on the South Wall:
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13 Window at the West End in the Tower
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16. The Lectern
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after serving three years in the Great War, gave his life for God, King and Country on Vimy Ridge
3rd April 1918, aged 35)
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17 The Pulpit
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18 The Organ
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18.7 Memorial stone by the West door
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Here deposited, Reader, under this marble are the remains of the distinguished man Henry Gold
(Gould) of Sharpham House, Golden Knight)__ 5 3  + most wise judge of the Queen’s
Bench, whose soul, released from its bodily domicile, flew to his Creator God

on the 26th day of March

in the ninth year of Queen Anne

at the age of 67

in the year of Our Lord 1710

H 7 )

En depositas, Lector, sub hoc marmore reliquias Integerrimi Vir HENRICI GOLD de Villa
Sharphamienti Equitis Armati, Banci Reginensis lustitarij prudentissimi: Cuius Anima
Corporis domicilio soluta ad Deum Creatorem remigravit
Martii die XXVI

{ Annae Reginae IX
Anno {Aetatis suae LXVII

{Redemptoris nostrae MDCCX
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John Arthur, Monk of Glastonbury, May God Save Him, O Lord Give Him Peace. Praise be to God.



C - Outside features

1. The Tower

1.1 It was built about 500 years ago - so what date was that?
The style of the tower is Perpendicular - what do you think that means?
Churches usually have a toweror a ........... Spire. What does a spire look like?

1.2 Why do churches need towers? Why do they need to be so high? How high do
you think St Ben’s tower is?

( ymbol of power, for ound to carry, reaching to the tars/heaven) (100 feet
high/30 metres)

1.3 On what other buildings do you see towers? Is there anything you can see on the
tower that makes it look like a castle? These are called Battlements - why do you
think they are there? (to show people how strong the church is, and how being a
Christian gives you strength - not to fight with your hands but with your words and
your thoughts) There is a famous Christian song that begins

‘Onward, .....ccvvennnnnnn.

1.4 Are there any other features on the tower which makes it look like a castle?
What do you think these slits are for in a real castle? And on a church tower like St
Ben’s? (for light - why? What’s inside? Steps to take you up to the roof, for
inspection/repair, and the ....... bells)

2. The Bells

2.1 How many bells do you think there are? Have you heard them? When? What for?
What do you think they are made of? Where are they exactly?

What makes them sound? Where do the bell-ringers stand? Do they always make the
same sound?

Does one bell ever make a different sound? How can the bells sound different then?
Yes, they can be rung in a different order - who decides that? When do the church
bells ring? So what day of the week are they heard most often and why? Do you
know why a single bell might be rung, rather that the whole lot?



2.2 What’s a different tune of bells called? Do you know a famous nursery rhyme
about churches with different peals of bells? Here it is:-

"Oranges and lemons", say the bells of St. Clement's
“You owe me five farthings", say the bells of St. Martin's
“When will you pay me?" say the bells of Old Bailey
“When | grow rich", say the bells of Shoreditch

“When will that be?" say the bells of Stepney

“I do not know", says the great bell of Bow

Here comes a candle to light you to bed

And here comes a chopper to chop off your head!

Chip chop chip chop - The last man's dead.

Do you know where all these churches are? Does the song make any sense? Do you
think it’s a very old rhyme - why? (mention of candles and chopping off heads!)

It is still sometimes used as a party game.

The song is used in a children’'s game with the same name, in which the players
file, in pairs, through an arch made by two of the players (made by having the
players face each other, raise their arms over their head, and clasp their partners’
hands). The challenge comes during the final lines:

Here comes a candle to light you to bed.
Here comes a chopper to chop off your head.
(Chip chop, chip chop, the last man'’s dead.)

On the last word, the children forming the arch drop their arms to catch the pair of
children currently passing through, who are then "out” and must form another arch
next to the existing one. In this way, the series of arches becomes a steadily
lengthening tunnel through which each set of two players have to run faster and
faster to escape in time. The game works best with a pianist to play the tune, so
that unpredictable changes of tempo can be introduced.

Alternate versions of the game include: children caught "out” by the last rhyme may
stand behind one of the children forming the original arch, instead of forming
additional arches; and, children forming “"arches” may bring their hands down for
each word of the last line, while the children passing through the arches run as fast
as they can to avoid being caught on the last word._



The origins of Oranges and Lemons are not well known, but are thought to date to
at least the 17th century or 18thcentury. A Square dance named "Oranges and
Lemons” dates to 1665.

The lyrics may reflect trades and activities which took place near the location of
the churches mentioned.

Some believe that it may be a reference to when Charles | of England was
beheaded and all the church bells rang to mark his execution. The final lines in the
children's party game may refer to capital punishment. The tenor bell of St
Sepulchre-without-Newgate was rung to mark executions at Newgate Prison.

3. The Churchyard

What is the grassy area around the church called?

What are most churchyards used for? Why?

Why do you think there are no modern gravestones here?

Where are most Glastonbury people buried now? What’s a burial ground called?
Why do you think old churchyards filled up so quickly?

How can people take up less space in a cemetery?

4. Porch (North)




What’s a porch for? Have you got one in your house? Why is it useful?

Why do you think there is a slit in the wall in the porch? Well, some people think

that it was where the people with diseases came to receive communion without
infecting others.

Do you know of any infectious diseases of olden times, especially one which did
terrible things to your fingers and toes? Does it still exist? How did people get it?
(poor hygiene and diet)



